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“From Backcountry to Breadbasket to Battlefield and Beyond”

Park Ranger Programs and Activities
Fall, 2010
The National Park Service and its Key Partners invite you to take advantage of the programs, activities and events listed below, all of which tell the park’s many stories related to the rich cultural history of the Shenandoah Valley and the American Civil War.

RANGER PROGRAMS

These FREE programs examine the history and settlement of the Shenandoah Valley, the Battle of Cedar Creek, its aftermath and the impact of the Civil War on both the local communities and the nation as a whole.    Programs are offered most weekends and include:
* Cedar Creek and Belle Grove in a Box – A Park Overview Program  
An hour long orientation program on the history and settlement of the Shenandoah Valley, the Battle of Cedar Creek and the impact of the Civil War on the local community.  This interactive program uses various props and the surrounding landscape features to “create” and tell the park’s many stories by literally placing visitors “in the middle of the park.”  Great for kids and adults alike!   Meet near the picnic area on Belle Grove’s front lawn.  
* Battle of Cedar Creek Tour

A two-hour guided tour, using a car-caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle), which covers the Battle of Cedar Creek in a chronological fashion.  This 13 mile tour follows the major events of the fighting, from south to north.  It includes approximately 5 or 6 stops at the key landmarks associated with the battle. Meet at the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Headquarters (except during the anniversary weekend, Oct. 16-17, when the tour meets at the main parking lot at Belle Grove).   

* History at Sunset  -  October 15,  5:00 p.m.
The Tragic Deaths of Stephen Ramseur and Charles Lowell: Examples of a Generation Lost

The Civil War was the deadliest in American history, costing the country over 625,000 lives.  It particularly devastated a generation of young men, in their 20s and 30s, both North and South.  This program examines the lives of two such men who fought at Cedar Creek and the impacts their deaths had on their families and communities.   Meet the ranger at main parking lot at Belle Grove.  This program will visit several locations around the park, and thus will involve a car caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle).     

Program schedules will be set on a weekly basis.  Check the website (www.nps.gov/cebe) or call (540) 869-3051 for a current schedule.

ATTRACTIONS 

*  Belle Grove Manor House  (Hours: Monday—Saturday 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00—5:00 p.m.)
  This antebellum plantation manor house, built by Isaac Hite Jr. (brother-in-law of President James Madison) is owned by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and is managed by Belle Grove Inc.  Visitors can tour the restored 1797 Manor House on a guided tour (fee) and explore the plantation grounds, 1815 icehouse and smokehouse, demonstration garden designed by the Garden Club of Virginia, slave cemetery, a heritage apple orchard and museum gift shop (free).   Location: 336 Belle Grove Road, Middletown, VA)  Contact: (540) 869-2028, www.bellegrove.org  Fees:  Grounds are free House tours: $8 with discounts for National Trust members, seniors, children and AAA members.

*  Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Headquarters (Hours: Monday—Saturday 10 a.m.– 4 p.m., Sunday, 1 – 4 p.m.) This orientation center and bookstore is operated by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation, which also preserves over 300 acres of core battlefield land.  The center also offers a free 45-minute orientation video on the Battle of Cedar Creek, along with interpretive exhibits and displays on the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign and the battle.  Location: 8437 Valley Pike, Middletown, VA.  Contact: (540) 869-2064, www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org  Fees: Free
SPECIAL EVENTS
* Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Kids’ Civil War History Camp September 25 (9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)  “The Army Recruit’s First Day in the Life of a Civil War Soldier.”  Children (ages 7-14) are “mustered in” and experience the many aspects of soldier life.  Hand-on activities include marching and drilling with artillery (on a full-scale 1841 6-lb cannon), cavalry and infantry (as instructed by members of the 5th U.S. Artillery, 1st Virginia Cavalry and100th Pennsylvania Infantry), an authentic Civil War lunch and a “grand battle” in the afternoon.  For further information and reservations call (540) 869-2064 or visit the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation website at: www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org ($25 per child, pre-registration, ends May 30.  $30 for walk-on recruits). 
* 146th Anniversary Cedar Creek Battlefield Reenactment October 16-17 Sponsored by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation.   Reenactment of the 146th anniversary of the Battle of Cedar Creek.  Several thousand reenactors will "re-create" the last great battle in the Shenandoah Valley.  Witness daily cavalry, artillery, and infantry demonstrations, battle reenactments, troop encampments, band concerts, church services, medical displays, special lectures and more.  Proceeds benefit the preservation of the Cedar Creek Battlefield.  For further information and reservations call (540) 869-2064 or visit the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation website at: www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org.  (Adults $20 (2-day pass), $15 (1-day pass), Student/Active Military/Seniors $10 (2-day), $6 (1-day))   
* Belle Grove Remembers: Civil War Commemoration & Living History October 16-17 (10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.)  Belle Grove commemorates the 146th anniversary of the Battle of Belle Grove or Cedar Creek.  Various activities and living history events, along with a commemorative wreath laying on Sunday (October 17) at 1:00 p.m. For more information call (540) 869-2028 or visit Belle Grove’s website at: www.bellegrove.org.  

This Schedule is subject to Change.  Please call or visit our website prior to your visit.
A “Partnership Park” The National Park Service works with several Key Partners to preserve and manage the park and its resources.  These partners are all non-profit organizations and include the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Belle Grove, Inc., Shenandoah County, Shenandoah Valley Battlefield Foundation and the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation.   Cedar Creek and Belle Grove NHP is also a park in development, being created in 2002.  Although there are over 3,700 acres within the park’s boundary, over half of this is still privately owned.  Nearly all of the remaining land is owned and preserved by the Key Partners.  Therefore, much of the park is not accessible to the public.
· For information on Belle Grove call (540) 869-2028 or visit their web site at www.bellegrove.org
· For information on Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation call (540) 869-2064or or visit their web site at www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org
· For information on the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation call (540) 740-4545 or (888) 689-4545 or visit their website at: www.ShenandoahatWar.org
2010 will be the first time that National Park Service Ranger Conducted Programs will be offered.  Therefore, due to severe staffing limitations, this schedule is subject to change.  Check the website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/" �www.nps.gov/�cebe) or call (540) 869-3051 for a current schedule before your visit.








