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Trout Unlimited Presents the Citizens and Organization Award to Catoctin Mountain Park 

The National Park Service is pleased to announce that the Mid-Atlantic Council of Trout Unlimited has awarded its Citizens and Organization Award for significant contribution to improving riparian and stream habitat to Catoctin Mountain Park of Thurmont, MD.   This award recognizes Catoctin Mountain Park staff for their efforts in providing a green parking area at the Catoctin Mountain Park Headquarters.  This parking area is situated less than 100 feet from Big Hunting Creek, an important Chesapeake Bay tributary and one of the premier trout –fishing streams in Maryland.  
The project included the removal of an impervious asphalt parking area which was replaced with turf grids.   This permeable system provides a stable and durable paved area but allows rainwater and runoff to return to the soil without contamination.  The green parking lot is part of a comprehensive landscape plan that uses native plants to create an attractive riparian buffer near the building and blend into the surrounding forest.  
The project began when Verizon Wireless of Annapolis, MD sought a permit to install a cellular telephone tower adjacent to Park Headquarters.  The project also required the installation of a sewer line through the existing asphalt parking lot.  The pervious pavers replaced the asphalt and also mitigated the requirement to install a large stormwater detention basin in the vicinity of Big Hunting Creek.  The general contractor for the project was Mid Atlantic Contracting of Woodbine, MD. 
Superintendent Mel Poole accepted the award on behalf of the park at the Trout Unlimited Conservation Banquet in Baltimore, MD  on March 27, 2008.

Catoctin Mountain Park is one of 391 units administered by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. The Visitor Center, located on State Route 77 three miles west of Thurmont, Maryland, is open daily from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., and from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.  

Correspondence should be addressed to: Superintendent, Catoctin Mountain Park, 6602 Foxville Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. Our website address is www.nps.gov/cato.  General information can be obtained by calling the Visitor Center at  (301) 663-9388.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA(
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
