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Contact:  Mel Poole, Superintendent

Catoctin Mountain Park Announces the Availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment to Relocate a Hiking Trail for Review and Comment
The Draft Environmental Assessment for relocating a hiking trail in Catoctin Mountain Park is available for public review on-line at the National Park Service’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) web site at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/cato and on the Catoctin Mountain Park web site at www.nps.gov/cato.  Bound copies are also available for review at the Park Visitor Center located at the intersection of Maryland Route 77 and Park Central Road, at Park Headquarters located approximately 2 miles west of Thurmont on Maryland Route 77, and at the public libraries in Frederick, Thurmont, Smithsburg, and Hagerstown.

This Environmental Assessment (EA) will provide decision-makers with information and analysis of alternatives and potential impacts of reconfiguring the hiking trails at Catoctin Mountain Park in order to provide for the safety and enjoyment of Park visitors.  The proposed alternatives include a no-action alternative (Alternative A) and two action alternatives (Alternatives B and C). Alternative B (the preferred alternative) calls for rerouting of an existing trail to parallel Maryland Route 77 from the Park Headquarters to the Park Visitor Center.   Alternative C proposes an existing trail be rerouted to eliminate a confusing trail intersection and provide a more direct route back to the Park Visitor Center.
We encourage comments to be submitted on-line at the PEPC web site at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/cato. In the PEPC web site select Relocate Hiking Trail from the list of Park projects to download the document and submit on-line comments.

Written comments can also be submitted to: Superintendent, Catoctin Mountain Park, 6602 Foxville Road, Thurmont, Maryland 21788.  Comments will be accepted until May 4th, 2009.
After the meeting, comments pertaining to the subjects presented at this meeting, will be accepted in writing on or before November 23, 2004. Send written comments to: Superintendent, Catoctin Mountain Park, 6602 Foxville Road, Thurmont, Maryland 21788. Comments may also be sent by e-mail to the Planning, Environment and Public Comment (PEPC) web site at www.parkplanning.nps.gov.  Once at this web site search under Catoctin Mountain Park for the White-tailed Deer EIS.

For questions or further information, please contact Sean Denniston, Resources Manager, Catoctin Mountain Park at (301) 416-0536.

Catoctin Mountain Park is one of 391 units administered by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. The Park Visitor Center, located on State Route 77 three miles west of Thurmont, Maryland, is open daily from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., and from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.  

Correspondence should be addressed to: Superintendent, Catoctin Mountain Park, 6602 Foxville Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. Our website address is www.nps.gov/cato.  General information can be obtained by calling the Visitor Center at (301) 663-9388.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA(
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
