[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE






	National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
	Catoctin Mountain Park

Use the complete site name here (e.g. Palo Alto Battlefield Historic Site).
	
	6602 Foxville Road

Thurmont, MD 21788

(301) 663-9388 phone

(301) 271-2764 fax



Catoctin Mountain Park News Release

	Use a “short-hand” version of the site name here (e.g. Palo Alto Battlefield not Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Site).


March 25, 2009

For Release: Immediate 

Contact: Park Ranger Debra Mills 

Catoctin Mountain Park Ranger Jeremy Murphy Wins Regional Harry Yount Award

Jeremy Murphy, Park Ranger at Catoctin Mountain Park, has been selected to receive the National Capital Region’s Harry Yount Award.  Named after Harry Yount, the first National Park Ranger, the award recognizes individual excellence in the art and science of rangering as nominated by their ranger peers. The Harry Yount National Park Ranger Award is the benchmark of recognition for a National Park Service Ranger.

During his years at Catoctin Mountain Park, Ranger Murphy has not only shouldered the challenge of new assignments and responsibilities, but has often gone beyond the regular workload of park rangers.  He has served as the Park Range Master, Search and Rescue Coordinator, Law Enforcement Vehicle Fleet Coordinator, Evidence Custodian, Safety Officer, and Radio Coordinator.  He is a member of the Environmental Management Committee, Sign Committee, and past president of the Catoctin Mountain Park Employee Association, a non-profit partner.  He doesn’t just sit on a committee; he makes things better by identifying solutions and taking action.

Ranger Murphy is an excellent visitor protection ranger who fully grasps his role in the park organization and supports all park divisions.  Jeremy is a leader who has naturally grown into various roles as mentor, coach, and supervisor.  Although law enforcement is his current career, he has also worked in Maintenance and Resource Management positions and actively participated in the Volunteers In Parks program with group and individual volunteers.  He often assists visitors in the Visitor Center with Resource Education projects with a professionalism and courtesy that serves as a role model to other rangers.

Jeremy Murphy graduated in 1998 from Catoctin High School in Thurmont, MD and from Pennsylvania State University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Forestry Management in 2002.  He began his career in June 1998 at Catoctin Mountain Park as a Maintenance Worker on the Trail Crew.  He participated as a Work Study Student at the Natural Resources Cooperative Extension Office at Penn State before returning to Catoctin Mountain Park as Biological Science Technician.  Ranger Murphy was assigned to Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, PA and Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, WV as a Law Enforcement Park Ranger before returning to Catoctin Mountain Park in 2005 where he continues to work as a Park Ranger in the Visitor Protection and Resource Education Division.
Ranger Murphy resides in Fairfield, Pennsylvania with his wife, Erin.  A native of Emmitsburg, MD, he is the son of Darlene Medve and step-father Greg Medve and Jerry Murphy and step-mother Tammy Murphy. 

Catoctin Mountain Park is one of 391 units administered by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  The Visitor Center, located on State Route 77 three miles west of Thurmont, Maryland is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., and from 

8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.  Correspondence should be addressed to: Superintendent, Catoctin Mountain Park, 6602 Foxville Road, Thurmont, MD  21788.  Our website address is www.nps.gov/cato.  General information can be obtained by calling the Visitor Center at 301- 663-9388.

-NPS-
Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

