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Catoctin Mountain Park Announces Spraying of Gypchek for Control of Gypsy Moths
Catoctin Mountain Park announces that the Environmental Assessment process for the 2009 Gypsy Moth Suppression Program has been completed and a Finding of No Significant Impact has been signed by the Regional Director of the National Capital Region, National Park Service.  

Catoctin Mountain Park is administering a gypsy moth spray program with the assistance and cooperation of the U.S. Forest Service. Gypsy Moth Nucleopolyhedrosis Virus product (Gypchek) will be applied aerially to approximately 833 acres of forested park to prevent further infestation and possible defoliation. There are nine treatment blocks, the largest of which is in the north-west section of the park (a map can be viewed at the park web site www.nps.gov/cato).  The actual spray date will fall between May 4 and May 20, 2009 as weather permits. Spray dates will coincide with the proper point in the gypsy moth life cycle and favorable weather conditions.  Flexibility of the spraying dates assures a greater success in controlling gypsy moth populations. Gypsy moth egg mass surveys, completed in 2008, indicate that gypsy moth populations are sufficient to cause tree defoliation in these portions of Catoctin Mountain Park. Treatment is recommended when defoliation is likely. Gypchek is a biological rather than a chemical insecticide and has limited toxicity, affecting only gypsy moth caterpillars.  Spray dates will coincide with the proper point in the gypsy moth life cycle and favorable weather conditions.  Flexibility of the spraying dates assures a greater success in controlling gypsy moth populations.

Trails will be marked with informational signs and spray maps will be available at the Visitor Center while the Gypchek is being applied.  Please contact the Catoctin Mountain Park staff at (301) 416-0536 for further information or to comment on this program.

Catoctin Mountain Park is one of 391 units administered by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. The park Visitor Center, located on State Route 77 three miles west of Thurmont, Maryland, is open daily from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., and from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.  

Correspondence should be addressed to: Superintendent, Catoctin Mountain Park, 6602 Foxville Road, Thurmont, MD 21788. Our website address is www.nps.gov/cato.  General information can be obtained by calling the Visitor Center at  (301) 663-9388.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA(
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
