[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image2.emf]    Want to become a Junior  Range r ?    It’s  easy!  Here’s how:        Go on a Ranger - led tour of the Main House        Explore the rest of the park         Complete the  four of the six  activities in this book and  present it to the Ranger on duty who will then present  you with  your badge and certificate!                      

This book belongs to: ________________________  

Stamp the date here:  



[image: image3.emf]         In 1714, the French established the city of Natchitoches and settled along  the Cane River.  Natchitoches is considered the oldest, permanent city in  the Louisiana Purchase .           In 1803 , the United State bought Louisiana, but many of the people livin g  here kept their French heritage .        S harecropping lasted  in the Cane River area  all the way until the  late  1960s.        In 1994, the United States Congress mad e Oakland Plantation and  Magnolia plantations part of Cane River Creole  National Historical Park.   Now  visitors just like you can come and enjoy  the special history of these   plantation s .          

Louisiana  Purchase  

     Natchitoches, LA  
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Did you know that a plantation often had many  families living together on the same land?  At  Oakland and Magnolia Plantations, the owner  lived in the main house, the overseer lived in a  smaller home in t he middle of the plantation, and  the sharecroppers lived in tenant cabins at the  end of the plantation.       Did you know that the Prud’homme  and  Lecompte  famil ies  owned and live at Oakland   and Magnolia  Plantation s  for over 200 years?   Wow!  That is a ve ry l ong time. Because the  families  lived  in their homes for so long, they   collected lots and lots of items over the years.      As you tour through Oakland’s main house ,  you  may seem some strange items in it .  For example,  instead of putting their clothes in a cl oset like you  do in your own home, the Prud’hommes hung all  of their clothes in a n   armoire . Also, in the 1800s  and early 1900s, there was no air conditioning,  so, to keep cool while they ate dinner, the family  used a  punkah .     Can you spot any other items i n the house that  may seem strange to you?    

New Words     Armoire :   A cross between a  wardrobe and a  chest of drawers     Punkah :   A ceiling fan made  of canvas that was  operated by  a little  enslaved boy or girl  who pulled on its  cord to make it  swing ba ck and  forth over the food  to keep the flies  away.    



[image: image5.emf] 

Punkah       Milk bottles         Pie Safe             Hall Tree   High Chair           Telephone     Phonograph               Coffee grinder           Armoire                     Chamber  pot   

Draw a line from the word to its picture that matches it .  
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Photo curtsey of HABS  

4 .   My grandparents like to ask me  the words for the animals around  the plantation, so I’ll tell  you  them.  The French word for  horse  is  le cheval , the French  word for  cow  is  la vache , a  chicken  is called  le poulet ,  a  pig   is called   le cochon ,  and the  French word for  mule  is  la mule .      

1.   Hi! My name is  Robert  and  my  parents are  sharecroppers at  Oakland Plantation .  Take a walk with  me as I go to  visit  my grandparents.  

2.   Normally, I have many  ch ores to do  but today,  I ge t to visit with my  grandparents.  

3.   My grandparents only  speak French, so I have  to  teach you   a few  words so you can  follow  along.  

5.   Woo! That was a long  one; I hope you got all  of those words.  If you  are ready, I’ll tell you  the names  of some of  the  plants  around here.   

6.   Ready?  Ok, my parents pick  cotton, or  le coton  as my  gran dparents would say.   We  grow  and eat lots of  le maïs,  which is corn . I love to play  under the huge trees, or  l’ arb r e  and down on the  river,  or  la  rivi ére  

8.   We are here!  Thanks for  walking with  me to my  grandparents’  ho use.  I hope  you  had fun  learning some  new words .  

7.   Sometimes, when I get  sick, my parents have to  send for  le   docteur ,  or the  doctor.   Even though  I  f eel bad, it is nice to stay  in  my  lit , my bed all day.  

Photo curtsey of HABS  



[image: image7.emf]                                                                   _____________________         _____________________     __________________                                                                ______________________          _________________ _____                                                           ____________________           ___________________     ______________________      

Now that  you  have  learned some new words on  your walk with  Robert , wr ite in the French word  for the pictures below.   Bon  chance !!  



[image: image8.emf]  -  7  -               You already know that the Prud’homme  family owned Oakland Plantation, but do  you know what a plantation really is?   A  plantation is an agriculture unit that  depended on human labor, in the American  South, slave labor was used, to plant,  harvest, and  tend the crops.  So that means  the Pr ud’hommes were farmers,  they grew  food and other crops to sell at the market  to  make their living .     The first two  cash crops  the family grew in  the late 1700s were  indigo    and  tobacco.    A cash crop is a plant that is g rown  in large  amounts so that the farmer  can sell in the  market place.  Indigo is a plant that can be  boiled down to produce a dark blue, almost  purple, color for dying cloth. Starting in the  early 1800s, the Prud’hommes switched to  growing  cotton  as thei r main cash crop.   Cotton made the Prud’homme family very  wealthy.  In fact,  it  was so  successful  that  some cotton  is grown in this region , along  with corn and different types of wheat .                                       Farming cotton was  very hard work,  especially whe n it was all hand picked  before 1940s .  The farmers needed  all the  help they could get, so share - croppers  worked on the plantation   planting,  tend ing ,  and harvest ing  the crops.   In the early years  of the plantation, a human - and - mule team  used a  plow  to dig  ditches in the dirt so  other workers could plant the seeds .       Once the cotton was ready to be harvested,  sharecroppers  used a  cotton sack  to hold the  cotton as they picked it from the fields.   Finally, the seeds needed to be separated  from the cotton, so  each cotton bol l  was fed  through the  cotton gin  to clean the cotton.   Cotton picking was done completely by  hand until the  1940s  when the  tractor   was  introduced.   Then,  the Prud’hommes used  machines to plant and harvest their crops.     Besides cash crops, th e Prud’hommes grew  several food crops; okra, corn, and  sugarcane were just a few of them.   Okra   is a vegetable that was brought over  from Africa when  slaves  were brought into  America.  Okra was used in all sorts of food  dishes, especially in gumbo.       Cor n  was  another popular vegetable on  the plantation.  It grows in tall stalks and has  green ears.  When it was time to harvest the  corn, there was a huge party to celebrate.    Finally,  sugarcane    was grown at Oakland  so the family would have their own suppl y  of sugar.  

You are  doing great!  Keep it up!  
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Robert ’s  helpful  hint:      If you  are stumped  by one of the  clues ,  check out  the information on  page 7!  

Photo courtesy  of Jean Carter  

Down   1     This crop has green ears!     3     A cotton_____ was used by the  en slaved  to hold the cotton as  they picked it from the fields.     5   This was one of the first cash  crops the Prud’hommes grew.    It makes a pretty blue dye.     6   The _____ replaced the human - and - mule plow team when the  plantation switched to machines  to plant and har vest the crops.        

Across   2   This tool was used to dig a ditch  in the ground that the workers  would then the plant seeds.     4    The cotton _____ removed the  seeds from the cotton and  separated its fibers much  faster  than a person could.     7    This crop is great in gumbo.     8   This was the main crop raised  at Oakland Plantation.     9   This crop was boiled down to  make molasses and s omething  sweet . Yum!     
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Hi!  It’s  Robert  again.   Now, I’m going to tell  you about my usual day .  

My parents  pick cotton  at  Oakland  as  sharecroppers  and when  they are  workin g, I  have many  chores to do  around our  house.    

When  I wake up in the  morning, I  help clean up our  cabin.   Next, I take my  pail and go out  to the barn yard  and feed the  chicken and cow and collect  chicken eggs.  

Once  my  mom and dad finish  their work in the  evening, I  help them cook dinner.   After I finish all of my chores,  I relax and get ready for bed.   Good night!   After I feed the animals, I go  out to our vegetable garden.   There, I rake and weed the beds  of carrots, potatoes, and peas.  beans  
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What kind of chores to you do at home?  Do you help around  the house?  Do you have to do your school work?  Do you help  your mom and dad mow the lawn or rake the leaves?  Use the  boxes  below to draw  yourself  doing your chores.    



[image: image12.emf]                                                               The  plantation  store sold lots of every - day food items like milk, sugar, sardines,  and flour.  This was also a popular place to buy soda, ice, and candy .          The store also had many tools for sale to help people build house s and other  buildings.  Can you name three items you would need to build a house?        After a long day picking cotton, sharecroppers came to the back office of the  store to have their cotton weighed.    Depending on the amount of cotton they  picked, sharecroppe rs where given store credits to purchase food items like  sugar and flour or tools   .  

The  store  was built around 1868  

It had the only public  phone  in the community  for 7 years  

It  was a popular place for  the community to come  together and  talk .  



[image: image13.emf]               Can you find a place where you would keep money “safe”?  ___________ _________      It’s quitting time in the fields! What could you use to si gnal  this to the  sharecroppers out in the field?  _____________________ ______________      C an you find some tools that would help you spilt logs for house shingles?  _______________________ ________      Can you name three items that may have been sold at the store?  _______ __ ________, ______________________, and ______________ _____      For 7 years, t his ho used the only pu blic - use phone in the community .  ___________ ___________ _____      You could pick up your letters and bills from this set of cubby - holes._____________      Find the two Esso pumps and write down the price of the cheaper product.  _ ______ ______      As you p icked the cotton from the field, you would hold it in this:  ________________  

While you are here at the park, go to the store and finish the  activity below.     The  Plantation  Store had lots of neat  items in it, from  a  hooked  scale   to weigh cotton sa cks to a U.S. Post Office .  How many of the  following items can you find?  Solve each clue and write down your  answer.    
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Are you proud of your work that you do in school and at home?  How  do you feel when  you make an A on a test?  How do you feel when your  parents tell you how great you did with your chores?  Use  the space  below to answer these questions.  
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Draw  some trees and people  in the picture  below. When you are finished drawing, color it!  



[image: image16.emf]            As a Junior Ranger of Cane River  Creole  National  Historical  Park,   I  promise to preserve and protect from harm the natural and cultural  resources of this nation .   I promise to be a good steward of our environment, so  that we may all enjoy fresh air,  clean water, open spaces, and places of historic  importance.  I promise to pass on the stories of the Cane River Region so that  our heritage is protected             ____________________________                                          ___ ____ _ __________________ __           Junior Ranger                                     Park Ranger      



[image: image17.emf]                                                        

                Place a picture of your visit here!  


