. -
f S -

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

' NA'ﬂONAi_. PARK SERVICE























































THE OPPORTUNITY

The significant values of the canyon
country have been endangered only
recently, but the landscape scars of
unrestrained oil exploration are becom-
ing serious.

The network of exploration roads
have opened up large segments of the
area to potential vandalism or thought-
less, damaging use.

Unquestionable national significance
and imminent destruction of park val-
ues point up the need for immediate
conservation.

The entire study area is of park
caliber. More restrictive boundaries are
here proposed to include only the inner
features of greatest significance.

Since the entire area is already in
public ownership, there should be no
major factors other than the tenure of
existing land uses that would adversely
affect its availability for park use.

The establishment of a National
Park would benefit the local and State
economy. Acquisition would cost noth-
ing and the cost of development and
administration would be commensurate
with its national value and significance.

There is considerable public interest
in the area, both of local and nation-
wide origin. The Advisory Board on
National Parks, Historic Sites, Build-
ings, and Monuments has adjudged the
area a worthy addition to the National
Park System. It is of unquestionable
national significance. It would make a
suitable — in fact, an outstanding —
National Park.

THE PROPOSAL

The Department of the Interior and
the National Park Service recommend
the establishment of a Canyonlands
National Park containing approximate-
ly 332,000 acres. The proposed bound-
aries have been drawn, along describ-
able subdivision lines, to encompass the
features of greatest scenic, geologic,
inspirational, and recreational signifi-
cance surrounding the confluence of the
Green and Colorado Rivers. The Park
would include the land between the
rivers south of the Grand-San Juan
County line; the inner rims of the
river canyons above their confluence;
the Maze and many erosion remnants
in the Land of Standing Rocks; upper
Cataract Canyon; the Needles and as-
sociated grabens; and lower Salt Creek,
including its tributary, Horse Canyon.

The proposed area is adaptable to
effective park preservation, administra-
tion, and development. Several superb
overlooks on the rim plateaus are out-
side the proposed Park on the east and
west. Since these overlooks are of
esthetic as well as interpretive signifi-
cance, there is a potential interpretive
and public-use opportunity for future
consideration.

From the confluence of the Green
and Colorado Rivers the features of
prime value range outward to the en-
circling cliffs. The proposed Park area
is large enough, and the features are,
fortuitously, sufficiently well located,
to make it a comprehensive unit. It is
not a complete whole, however, since
it lacks the skyline plateau rim on two
sides.



Banded pinnacles in the Needles—Virginia Park.

THE PARK PLAN

A Canyonlands National Park would
introduce its visitors to the grandeur
of wvast, colorful, unspoilcd canyon
country, and to the elemental processes
that formed it. It would provide the
delight of intricate scenic detail, and
the wilderness excitement of the unex-
plored. It would be a compelling graph-

ic link between powerful natural forces
and man's experience.

Policy

Management and development for
visitor and administrative uses should
be carefully controlled, under three
main precepts: Administer the area
so as to protect the visitors and the
significant values; make a total park
experience available by suitable roads,




overlooks, other facilities, and a com-
prehensive interpretive program; and
reserve appropriate portions of the Park
for proper back-country uses.

The interpretive theme would relate
the visual experiences of the visitor to
the story of the landscape and its plant
and animal inhabitants, and explain
man'’s history here. Continuing research
will provide the details of the story,

and it would be expressed through
talks. conducted walks, and at manned
overlooks, and by wayside and museum
exhibits.

Cooperation would be sought with
the Utah State Park and Recreation
Commission to coordinate interpretation
and other phases of management of
Canyonlands National Park with those
of Deadhorse Point State Park.

The Maze—still unexplored. Abajo Mountains in background.




Development

The problem of providing access
while preserving wilderness can be
solved here, for it is possible to get
people into the heart of the area in
comfort without disturbing the area
values, and still leave appropriate sec-
tions for proper wilderness use.

Between the rivers, the Island in the
Sky would be a primary visitor-use area,
with roads, overlooks, interpretive de-
vices including a visitor center, short
trails, a campground, and adequate
meal facilities. A road on the White
Rim should circle the Island in the Sky,
and lead to Standing Rock Basin and
the Green River bottoms. On the river
a ranger station, boat launching facili-
ties, a campground, and overnight ac-
commodations would serve the visitor
and protection needs.

A road through the Needles from the
Indian Creek entrance, which could
eventually connect with approaches to
the south in the Ruin Park-Abajo Moun-
tains area, would provide access by

short spur roads to such features as <, :L o i
Chesler Park, Devils Pocket, Tower "‘:.‘,f_ 'u,% e et
Ruin, and the Confluence overlook. AR ﬁ} {é

Other features there could be reached . R FONS

by jeep, over established jeep trails, R

and on foot. Chesler Park would serve
as a hub for trails fanning out to Druid
Arch and Virginia Park. Squaw Flat
could be a center for protection, inter-
pretation, and visitor accommodation

facilities. sori |
. RO ROUTES OWE T P,
Access to the west side of the Park ~

would be by jeep, horseback, and on 10 dowmiceuo
foot. Although outside of the proposed
Park, the truly notable views from the
western rim should be recognized and
consideration should be given to mak-
ing selected rim views accessible to
the public.
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PUBLIC USE

The historic, prehistoric, biologic,
geologic, and, above all, scenic qual-
ities make this proposed Park of in-
tense interest to visitors. Here they can
stand on a promontory and catch the
excitement of the great, varied vista of
unspoiled canyon country —and then
go down and examine it from within.
At any overlook it is obvious that a

trip below the rim will be rewarding,
and such is the case.

From the White Rim between the
rivers the land seems even bigger than
when seen from above, for still the dis-
tant views are possible, and now the
Island in the Sky looms high above as
the White Rim road winds around the
heads of the crisply sculptured canyons
leading down to the rivers. The rela-
tive resistance of the White Rim sand-

Air view of the White Rim, Green River, Orange Cliffs, and Henry Mountains.
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stone is evident, particularly where it
caps the softer layers left standing as
fins and large pillars in Standing Rock
Basin. This road leads to the bottom-
lands along the Green River, and gives
people an opportunity to compare, close
up, that great stream with the slender
ribbon they saw from above. From the
bottomlands, a jeep side trip to the in-
terior of Upheaval Dome provides an-
other contrast with the view of it from
above,

The drive into the Needles, and the
possibilities for further exploration on
foot or by jeep, afford a different ex-
perience. The rims are distant, now,
and the wildly fashioned pinnacles and
tortuous stream channels envelop the
traveler. Here he will see and, with

proper interpretation, understand the
details of the physiography. This is
country to camp in, to hike in, to see
at sunset and at dawn. This is the land
the prehistoric Indians lived in. It
touches the imagination, as the traveler
relates his experience to that of earlier
people, and to the forces that have
formed the scene.

Along the west-side approach to the
Park there are superb panoramas of the
Canyonlands, and other more restricted
views into the long, winding canyons
incised into the highlands on that side.
Some visitors will jeep and hike into
the Park along the broad bench under
the rim, for more than any section of
the Park, that will be back country, and
retain true wilderness appeal.
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Looking down Cataract Canyon

Another use of the Park will be by
boat, along the rivers. The Green and
Colorado are navigable (and already
well used) downstream to just below
their confluence. This aspect of the
Park—seeing it from the bottom up—
is again a new dimension in the Can-
yonlands experience, A few river run-
ners will continue to run the rapids of
Cataract Canyon, down to the impound-
ed waters of Lake Powell.

This, then, will be a Park that stimu-
lates visitors' interests immediately,
from the first viewpoint visited, and
that provides intriguing things to do
and see for many days. Although the
rim views are superb, it is the ease of
access to the country under the rim that
makes this Park outstanding in terms of
relating park values to people’s
experience.

The opportunities for recreation in
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its most literal sense—a spiritual re-
freshment—are so great in the Canyon-
lands that recreation is of paramount
significance. This land is so unlike the
home and work environment of most
people who will visit it that their fa-
miliar cares and problems will be for-
gotten in the spiritual refreshment af-
forded by the spectacular scenery. Some
people may be repelled, and call the
scenery ugly; not because it is drab or

dull, but merely because it is so differ-
ent as to be incomprehensible to them
and therefore hostile. But most visitors
will be absorbed by the variety of vis-
ual experience, and will find so many
fascinating things to do, to see, to poke
around in, to explore, to understand,
that a Canyonlands National Park, like
other great National Parks, will fulfill
recreational needs in the highest
manner.

Rough jeeping in the Canyonlands






