Boston Harbor Islands Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
New England Aquarium
Central Wharf, Boston
June 2, 2004, 4:00 pm — 6:00 PMm

Greg Ketchen, Chair, welcomed all. There was not a quorum present (see attached attendance
sheet). Greg announced that Peter Lewenberg was leaving his position at the state and that
Tom Powers will be the new Island Alliance President.

Youth Programs

Frank Middleton, NPS, gave an update on the Boston Environmental Ambassadors to the
National Park Service (BEAN) internship program. The Island Alliance was successful in raising
money to expand the summer youth work programs into a year round opportunity. The Island
Alliance and the National Park Service run this after-school internship program for Boston youth
which includes office internships, career exploration, leadership workshops, environmental
education, community outreach, stewardship projects, public service, and college counseling.
Partnership and Advisory Council agencies are a great resource to provide office internships.
The goal is to sustain and expand both the summer and after-school programs as basic
offerings of the Boston Harbor Islands.

They are now gearing up for the summer NPS funded Public Land Corps youth program,
which will include many youth groups doing work projects on the islands. The youth will
contribute directly to the stewardship of park resources and also devote time to learning
about cultural and natural resources, park management and explore career opportunities.

Spectacle Island

George Price, NPS, stated that though we hope that Spectacle Island will open on the
target date of June 26, there are still several construction issues to be sorted out before the
transfer of ownership from the Central Artery to the city and state can occur. The city and
state, though anxious to take ownership, do not feel that they can move forward with the
transfer with the island in its current state.

The legislation that would allow Island Alliance to manage the island is still stuck in the
legislature and has not yet passed. Planning efforts continue. Interpretive staff have been
hired for the island from both the DCR and NPS. They are working on creating a self-
guided tour, gathering interpretive material and planning for the preliminary exhibits. Staff
from University of Massachusetts have been maintaining the marina. The Friends of the
Boston Harbor Islands have had a frustrating time planning a spring tour of the island, but
have finally received permission to hold it.

The Advisory Council is working on ways to support programming for Spectacle on the
opening day and for the other Family Fun days. Pat Morss and Greg Ketchen are working
on a photography contest and creating an exhibit for the visitor center.

Park Pavilion
George Price gave an update on the park pavilion project on Parcel 14 of the Rose
Kennedy Greenway. He presented an overview of the current plans for the station.



Park Updates

George Price gave an update on the water transportation. Harbor Express won the 5-year
contract and has started servicing the islands. Banners, directional signs and a ticket booth are
in place on Long Wharf. He said that the boats this year are smaller (approximately 150
passengers) than the Boston Harbor Cruises boats were (300-500 passengers), but they are
faster. Harbor Express is committed to covering the peak times with additional vessels. If boats
are full, another boat should arrive shortly after. George stated that he will be the contact for
any boat issues and concerns. He requested that people report to him immediately any safety
related issues so that they can be resolved effectively. He invited people to also contact him
about any serious problems as they occur.

George announced that there is a dock project underway. The NPS received funding for $413k
to repair failing docks. Another $2.25M is expected from a transportation bill for permanent
ADA accessible docks.

Holly Richardson, DCR, reported that with assistance from Harbor Express, the ramp on
Georges has been repaired. She said that a replica of a Rodman Cannon was made for
Georges Island and will be delivered to the island this season. They have volunteers working
on clearing trails and readying the campsites. Holly said that the clivas units on Georges,
Lovells and Peddocks have all been cleaned out for the season.

Holly reported that the water line to Georges is not operational. She also stated that there was
release of fuel oil at Georges. Most of it was contained and much of the oil was recovered.
Engineers from DCR worked with Department of Environmental Protection and Safe Harbors on
the clean-up and are acting proactively to prevent another occurrence.

Seth Kaplan said that the Advisory Council should be re-evaluating its role, with all these
operational issues at hand they need to figure out how the Council can improve conditions at
the park.

Captain Lou stated what an important group that private boaters are to the park and that it is
important to do more for them.

George Price said he continues to work on various Native American issues. Plans are in place

to begin a curriculum project. Gil Solomon asked about having a Native American exhibit on
Spectacle Island.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.
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