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BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY 

SEASON OPENER 

WEBINAR 

2011 

Welcome 
 
Webinars Work for Parkway 
 
What is the Format? 
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OUR AGENDA TODAY: 
 

Å Introduce Presenters 
 
Å Setting the Stage:  

How does the Parkway get ready for a 
travel season? 

 
Å Zoom in on: 
ÅResource Planning & Protection 
ÅMaintenance 
ÅInterp & Education 
ÅSafety/Law Enforcement 
ÅConcessions 
ÅOther Updates 
 
Wrap Up & Questions  

Phil Francis 

Teresa Lovelace 

Peter Givens 

Michael Molling 

Dawn Godwin Steve Stinnett 

Laura Nelson 

Leesa Brandon 
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Phil Francis 
Superintendent 

Blue Ridge Parkway 

ÅHappy National Park Week, April 16-24, 2011 
 Healthy Parks Healthy People  
 

Å2011 and Beyond 
Å!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ 'ÒÅÁÔ /ÕÔÄÏÏÒÓ 
ÅCW 150, www.nps.gov/civilwar150 
ÅPark Service Centennial in 2016 

QUICK NPS UPDATE 

http://www.nps.gov/civilwar150
http://www.americasgreatoutdoors.gov/
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Parkway Management 101 
 

ÅRidge District, MP 0.0 to MP106.1 
  (Waynesboro to Bedford VA) 
ÅPlateau District, MP 106.2 to 216.9 
 (Roanoke to Galax VA) 
ÅHighlands District, MP 217 to 305.1 

 (Sparta to Linville Falls NC) 
ÅPisgah District, MP 305.2 to 469.1 
 (Spruce Pine to Cherokee NC) 
ɆPark Headquarters, Asheville NC 

Park Divisions & Staff 
 

ÅInterpretation and Education 
ÅMaintenance &  Engineering  
ÅResource Planning & Professional 
Services  
ÅLaw Enforcement, Safety & Emergency 
Services 
ÅAdministration & Concessions 
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Dawn Godwin 
Community Planner,  
Resource Planning & 
Professional Services 

Planning Projects  
Underway in 2011 
 

ÅGeneral Management Plan (Park-wide) 
 
ÅThe Roanoke Valley Trail Plan/ 
ÅEnvironmental Assessment (VA) 
 
ÅBuncombe County Greenway Master Plan  (NC) 
 
ÅMoses Cone Developed Area Plan (NC) 
 
ÅVista Management Plan - Upcoming 
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Shifting the Way we Manage Vistas ɀ  
Moving Towards a Resource and Landscape Management Approach 

  

Chris Ulrey, Plant Ecologist  
David Anderson, Landscape Architect  

Bob Cherry, Wildlife Specialist 

First 3-year contract cycle, 
the top zone of all vistas will 
be cut once.  

Second 3-year contract cycle, 
the top and middle zones of 
all vistas will be cut once.  

Third, 3-year contract cycle, 
the top, middle, and third 
zones of all vistas will be cut 
once.  

Encroaching Vegetation and Impaired View  

ɆCultural Landscape Reports  
 
ɆWetlands Inventory & Management Plan  
 
ɆIdentifying and addressing boundary 
encroachments 
 
ɆStrategies to Prevent poaching of Natural 
Resources  
 
ɆExotic plant and pest management 

Natural and Cultural Resources ɀ 
Ongoing 2011 Projects 

NPS 
land 
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ɆReduce/eliminate the 
availability of human food 
sources and human activities 
that may significantly modify 
bear populations. 
 
Ɇ Minimize/mitigate conflicts 
between bears and humans. 
 
Ɇ Provide opportunities for 
visitors to understand and 
appreciate the black bear in its 
natural environment. 

KEEP BEARS WILD!  

Peter Givens 
Interpretive Specialist and 

Acting Chief of 
Interpretation 



4/20/2011 

8 

VISITOR CENTER MILEPOST 

Humpback Rocks* 5.8 

James River 63.8 

Peaks of Otter 86 

Explore Park Visitor Ctr. 115 

Rocky Knob 169 

Blue Ridge Music Center* 213 

Moses Cone Park 294.1 

Linn Cove Viaduct 304.4 

Linville Falls* 316.4 

Minerals Museum* 331 

Crabtree Falls **(new) 339.5 

Craggy Gardens 364.6 

Folk Art Center* 382 

Parkway Visitor Ctr.* 384 

Waterrock Knob* 451.2 
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