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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN/
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
CURECANTI NATIONAL RECREATION AREA AND
BLACK CANYON OF THE GUNNISON NATIONAL MONUMENT

The National Park Service is preparing a general management plan to provide Black Canyon of
the Gunnison National Monument and Curecanti National Recreation Area with a long-range
management program. The plan sets forth a management concept for each park; establishes a role
for each park within the context of regional trends and plans conservation, recreation,
transportation, economic development, and regional issues; and identifies the conditions necessary
to resolve issues and achieve management. The primary objective for park management 1s to
guide the protection and preservation of the natural and cultural environments while permitting
ecological processes to continue with a minimum of human disturbance. The plan also considers
a variety of recreational and interpretive visitor experiences that enhance the enjoyment and
understanding of the park resources. Major long-range issues addressed in the plan and
environmental assessment set objectives for resource protection, visitor use and experience, and
park operations. The plan establishes the necessary first steps in addressing desired ecological
and social conditions and capacities for the park. Alternatives are broad and strategic in nature,
requiring additional site-specific environmental analysis to be completed at the time of conceptual
design. Such future development would require an environmental document, either an
environmental assessment (EA) or an environmental impact statement (EIS).

PROPOSAL

Alternative B, the National Park Service proposal, describes an alternative with a balanced mix of

recreational experiences, capitalizing on the unique aspects that each park brings to those
experiences.

The proposal for Curecanti National Recreation Area emphasizes both natural and cultural

resource experiences for visitors. Appropriately developed areas would support a range of
diverse recreational opportunities.

The Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument proposal emphasizes a variety of human
experiences in a rugged canyon environment. It would provide developed areas on the South Rim
and less developed areas on the North Rim. A variety of educational and recreational experiences
would also be provided to protect and enhance the wilderness values of the monument.



ALTERNATIVES

Four alternatives have been considered for each park. Alternatives provide for distinctly different
levels of use, visitor orientation to resources, and visitor service. All alternatives consider a broad
strategic management scheme for the park. Alternative A describes the no-action alternative, in
other words, what happens if existing management continues. Alternative B, the proposal,
describes a balanced mix of recreational experiences, capitalizing on the unique aspects that each
park brings to those experiences. Alternative C describes a situation that provides for more
primitive recreational experiences, encouraging visitors to seek more developed recreational
experiences in other areas outside the park boundaries. Alternative D provides for more
developed recreational experiences within the parks while protecting sensitive resources.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The environmental assessment was made available for public review and comment during a 2%
month period ending October 31, 1996. During this period, 13 responses were received. Refer to
the Summary of Public Involvement and Comment for additional details.

CONCLUSION

The analysis of the proposal has shown that the proposal will not have a significant effect on the
environment. Negative environmental impacts that could occur are minor and tempor - ‘n effect.
There are no unmitigated adverse impacts on public health, public safety, threatened or
endangered species, sites or districts listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places, or other unique characteristics of the region. No highly uncertain or controversial
impacts, unique or unknown risks, cumulative effects, or elements of precedence were 1dent1ﬁed
Implementation of the action will not violate any federal, state, or local law.

Based on the foregoing, it has been
thus will not be prepared.

that an EIS is not required for this project and
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