[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]‘

PARKS AS CLASSROOMS




Big Thicket National Preserve
Winter 2011 Programs
All NPS programs are free! Call 951-6700 for more information.
Saturday, December 3
“Alabama-Coushatta Baskets and Culture”, 2:00. Join park ranger Elliott Abbey to learn how native plants can be woven into a variety of baskets and how this art is part of the Alabama-Coushatta history and culture. Meet at the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center on FM 420, seven miles north of Kountze, TX, on US Hwy 69. 45 minutes.
Sunday, December 4
“Sandhill Hike”, 1 pm. The open stands of longleaf pines along the Sandhill Loop Trail are a distinct contrast to the dense hardwood forests and cypress sloughs seen on the nearby Kirby Nature Trail. Join a ranger to learn about the plants, animals, and overall ecology of this upland sandhill ecosystem. Bring water, a snack, and good walking shoes for this 4.5-mile hike. Meet at the Kirby Nature Trailhead on FM 420, 2.5 miles west of the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center.
Saturday, December 17
“Black Bears in the Big Thicket”, 2 pm. Are there really black bears in the Big Thicket? What do they need to survive? Learn about black bear ecology, management, and their status in east Texas at this afternoon program. Meet at the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center. 45 minutes.
Saturday, December 31

“New Year’s Eve Night Hike”, 5:30 pm. The Big Thicket can seem like a very different world after sunset. Engage your senses and learn about nocturnal wildlife on this 1-mile night hike. Meet at the Sundew Trailhead with water, good walking shoes, and a flashlight or headlamp with a red lens. The trailhead is located on CR 1910, 0.5 mile south of FM 2827, about 7 miles north of the Big Thicket National Preserve Visitor Center. 
Friday, January 13

“Big Thicket in Photos”, 6 pm. Photographer Michael Black has accompanied many researchers to document their field work in the Big Thicket. Join us at an informal Science Café to see his photos, from fungi to frogs and more, and to learn how his work plays an important role in research here. Meet at the Logon Café, 3805 Calder Ave, in Beaumont.
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