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Before you enter the Preserve, read these regulations. Study the map of
the Preserve unit provided with this guide. Know the areas where you may
trap, and the areas where you may not trap.

The State of Texas Trapping regulations apply except where the
following Big Thicket National Preserve Regulations are more
restrictive. (Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations)

Seasons and Trapping Area

Leagal fur-bearing anmalz, as defned by the Texaz Parks and Wildlifs Cegariment, may only be taksn from
December 1, 2007 until Janwary 31, 200. You may frap the followng fur-bearing animals: badger, beaver, civel
cat, grey fou, red fox, mink, muskrat, nuiria, oposswm, otter, raccoon, ring-tailed cat, stiped skunk, and spobizd
ckunk. There ig no separate seazon for muwskrat and nutria withm the Preseree. JBCFR 7_85(b); J6CFR 2.2(b){4)

Trapping ic limied io the trappmy area as ndicated on the map provided. Preserve boundaries are marked with
Maticnal Park Service boundary signs andior with vellow pani on trees. Trapping areas are bounded by a
combination of pipelines, flag lines, and Prezerve boundaries. Trapging outside of the designated area within the
unit iz strictly prohibited. [[3G6CFR 1.6(0)(21]

Means and Methods

Fur-bearng animals may be legally taken with unmedified sieel leghold traps, snare, condbear traps, and live Faps.
The maximum number of traps alowed per tragper iz 24
[3GCFR 2.2(b)4]

Mo person may wse 3 conibear-styie trag with 3 dizgonal cpening greater than 10 inches s2t on land or in water legs
than & mches deep.  [IGCFR 2.2(b){4)]

The use andior possession of dogs, bow and arrow, electronic or hand-held calls, reconding or cther calling devices
artificial light ag an attractant, and falconry ic specifically prokiksted. [IGCFR 2.2(b){4]]

it iz illegal fo uze emoke, explosives, or chemicals of any kind io kill of fiush fur-bearers in the wild.
[36CFR 2.2(b}41]

it iz illegal to shoot at, take, or attemgt to take any fur-bearing animal not caught in a trap.
[36CFR 2.2{b}{41]

it iz illegal to shoot at, take, or atiermgt to take any fur-kearing animal from a puklic road or highway
right-of-way, vehicle, or boal. Mo trags may be set on old logging trals, pipelines, or abandoned roads
[36CFR 2.2(b}{41]

The uze of a handgun to kill a fur-bearing animal caught in a trap is siricily prohibited. A 17 or 22 caliber Aim-fire
rifle may ke used for such purposes. Langer caliber rifles are not permitied. Your rifle may only ke loaded while you
are actuslly m the act of killing a trapped anmal. [I6CFR 1.6(g)(2]]
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The possession of a weapon is prehibited at night {from 1 hour after sunset to 1 hour before sunmze). This includes
frearme invehicles and bosts. [36CFR 7.83(d){2)

Trags must be checked at least every 36 hows for captured anemale. [36CFR 2.2{b)(4)]

General Trapping Regulation

The following items must be in your possession whils trapping in the Preserve: 3 cument Big Thickst Mational
Preseres Trapping Permid, a current Texas Trapper's Licenss, and a dnver's beenze or other type of official pichure
identfication izsued by 2 slate department of pulblc safety or a similar agency authorized to issue a diver's license.
If you are, also, uniing within the Prezerve, you must poszess a current Texas Hunting License and 2 current

Big Thicket Nafional Pressrve Hunting Permit. Uzon reguest by a Park Ranger or other awthorized officer, these
itzms must be chown. [36CFR 1.6(a)(; 36CFR 7.85c)]

Tragpers must place a copy of their trapging p=rmit on the dashboard of ther vehicle so that it can be read from
outzide the vehicle. Trappers who uze a boat must aleo leave the boat display cony of their permit in the boat.
[36CFR 1.6(g)2)]

All fraps must be legibly tagged or inscribed m some fashion to show trapper's name.
[36CFR 2.2{b)i4)]

You may trap in the tragomg area as shown on the enclosed unit mag; however, rapping is prohibited within 200
feat of any designated frail, roadway, recidence, or any navigakle watsrway (Neches River, Pine lsland Bayou
andior LNVA Canal). [36CFR 1.6ig){2)]

All motorized vehicleg, mcluding cars, trucks, and jeeps, are prohibited from travel in any area withn

the Big Thicket National Prezerve except upon designated Federal, State, or County roads. Motorized vehicles are
prohibited on any trad, peelne, beach, or any other road-accessible location within the Preserve. All motorized
vehicles must be in compdiance with State law. All-terrain vehicles and diri-bike motorcycles (off-road motorcycies)
are peohikited within the Prezerve. [36CFR 4.10{a))

Camping is prohibitzd in frapping areas. [(36CFR 2.104a)]
Carry out all frazh. [[3I6CFR 2.14{a){1)
Human waste must be bumed at least 100 feet from any road, trail, or cresk [[I6CFR 2.14{a)(6)]

Im established trapping arsas, portakle cocking stoves and heaters are permitied; ground (open) fires are
prohibited. [36CFR 2.13{a)1)]

Except where thess requlations are more restrictive, Texas fur-bearing regulations apply within the Prezsrve. Each
fur-bearing animal taken or posessesd in violation of thegs regulations andior Texas law is a separate offense. No
perscn may possess the pell of 2 fur-ksaring animal within the Preseres at any time ofher than cpen season.
[36CFR 2.2{b)i4)]

All frappers are required to wear 400 square mches of “hunters crange” of ° international orangs” whils trapging in
the Prezeres. [I6CFR 1.60g)i2]]

Park your vehicle only in designated areas or along roads within or adjacent to the trapping area. Do not block
gates, roads, of part on privale property. [36CFR 4.13(a))




General Information

Before you leave on your frapping trip, please inform a relative or frend of your intended point of entry, route of
travel, and time of returm. While trapping, dress aoproprately for chanaing weather condifions and carry a
flazhlight. compass, first aid kit, maps, and water. Do not cross private land to reach a trappna area.

Trapping questions should be directed to 4099571 6821, All other questions, including information on nearky
campgrounds, should be directed to the Preserve's Visitor Center at 409.951.6725.

If you have questions in reference to State of Texas Regulations, contact the Texas Parkz and Wildlife
Department at zither 1.800.792.1112 or 409,832 8666 {local law enforcement).

To obtain a trapping permit, yvou must reapply each vear. Your "Trapper's Harvest” card must be returned
by April 7, 2008, Your trapping information is imporiant in assisting us in tracking fur-bearing animal populations
within the Preserve.

Have a safe and pleasurable trapping expenence in Big Thicket Mational Preserve. Remamber that the
Preserve iz a public area and that non-trappers aleo utilize the Preserve during trapping zeazon. Practice
courtesy and safety at all imes. This will provide 2 pleasurashle experience for you, other trappers, and the genera
public.

TO REPORT A CRIME OR ANY EMERGENCY, CONTACT OUR PARK WATCH NUMBER AT
1.800.793-6566.

IF YOUR PERMIT IS EITHER LOST OR STOLEN, PLEASE CONTACT THE PRESERVE IMMEDIATELY AT
409.951.6831.

Season: December 1, 2007, through January 31, 2008

Legal fur-bearing animals: Raccoon, Opossum, Grey Fox, Red Fox, Nutria,
Civet Cat, Striped Skunk, Spotted Skunk, Mink, Muskrat, Ring-tailed Cat, Otter,
Badger, and Beaver. There is no separate season for muskrat and nutria.
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How does a Preserve differ from a Mational Park? By special permit, sustainable use of some
resources (e.g. fish, wildlifie, oil and gas) is autharized in a Preserve to protect both the cultural legacy
af the region and the natural herntage of cur nation.
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