
Biscayne National Park is within view of Downtown 
Miami, yet worlds away.  Biscayne National Park, one 
of the nearly 400 National Park sites across the coun-
try, has been set aside to protect a rare combination of 
marine, terrestrial and amphibious life.
	
Within its 173,000 acres, Biscayne protects 27 uninter-
rupted miles of mangrove shoreline, a major portion 
of Biscayne Bay, 33 Florida keys, and the northern-
most portion of the Florida coral reef tract.

The coral reefs support a rich variety of biodiversity 
second only to the rain forest.  Nearly 20 threatened 
and endangered species call the park home. If that 
were not enough there are also over 10,000 years of 
human history in the park. 

Boating, camping, fishing, snorkeling, diving, wildlife 
watching, ranger led programs, and many other edu-
cational and recreational opportunities exist in Bis-
cayne National Park.
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Biscayne Educational Opportunities:
Biscayne Explorer
A standards based hands-on program 
in which students use real scientific 
data to learn how scientists at Bis-
cayne National Park manage the 
park’s resources. Designed for 5th 
thru 8th grades, this program takes 
place on the visitor center grounds.

In the Classroom
Bring a ranger to your classroom and 
learn about sea turtles, mangroves, 
coral reefs or ranger careers. Pro-
grams suitable for K through 8th 
grade.
 

Service Learning
Students learn while meeting course 
requirements and helping preserve 
their natural environment. A strong 
committment is required.

	

On Your Own
Let your imagination run wild!  
Biscayne National Park is a great 
place for a variety educational 
assignments including creative writ-
ing, photography, cooperative learn-
ing and more.

Biscayne Expedition
A three day, two night educational 
camping program. Biscayne be-
comes the classroom as students, 
chaperones, and a ranger spend their 
days and nights exploring Biscayne 
Bay, the shores of the Atlantic 

Ocean, 
and the 
hardwood  
hammock 
of Elliott 
Key.

Boat Tours
Explore the diverse ecosystems of 
Biscayne National Park by looking 
into or emersing yourself inside.  
Glass bottom boat, Elliot Key, and 
Snorkeling tours with a knowledge-
able ranger can be scheduled.

Experience Your America

Biscayne
Concessionaire

Snorkeling
Students embark on a three hour 
boat tour to explore Biscayne Na-
tional Park, immersing themselves 
in the beauty and natural splen-
dor of the coral reef. Students 
will have the opportunity to learn 
about the coral’s structure, dif-
ferent coral species and different 
types of coral reefs.

Elliott Key
Covered by tropical hardwood 
hammock, fringed by mangroves 
and tidepools, Elliott Key offers 
an opportunity to see several 
South Florida habitats in a very 
small area. School day trips to 
Elliott include a look at the man-
grove community, hardwood 
hammock and rocky shoreline. 
From crabs to bonefish and frig-
atebirds, every day has something 
new in store!

Biscayne National Underwater 
Park, Inc. is the park’s conces-
sionaire. Boat trips are availble 
for a fee. For reservations call 
(305)230-1100.

Dante Fascell 
Visitor Center 

Visitor Center Hours: 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Daily

Museum
The museum includes superb 
exhibits, life-like and bilingual 
(English/Spanish).

Films
Four films are shown on request 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Get a 
vivid overview of the park, learn 
about the political struggle that 
went on to establish the park, 
hear the story of Hurricane An-
drew from park employees or see 
how the park is promoting coral 
conservation.

Touch Table
Bones, shells, feathers, skulls and 
coral, all for visitors to not only 
see, but also touch. Young chil-
dren especially like to explore 
the different shapes and textures, 
while older visitors try to guess 
the identity of artifacts.

Grounds
The visitor center grounds in-
clude a boardwalk, picnic tables 
and BBQ grills.

Biscayne Live

In 2009, Biscayne will conduct 
two live  broadcast programs to 
test run newly installed wireless 
technology. This technology will 
enable students to participate in 
a real-time park program in their 
classrooms. Rangers will interact 
with students from remote loca-
tions in Biscayne National Park. 
Students will be able to ask ques-
tions about what they are seeing 
on the screen. All that classrooms 
will need to participate is an 
Internet connection and a micro-
phone. Stay tuned!

Made possible through the South Florida National Parks Trust

 -All educational programs at   
Biscayne National Park are 
written to Florida Sunshine 
State Standards.

-Education Services are free 
of charge. Fees apply for con-
cession operated boat tours.

-There are no entrance fees 
to the park.

-Program registration forms 
are available at www.nps.
gov/bisc/forteachers/

-For inquiries please call 
(305) 230-1144 x. 3078



In the Classroom
Virtual Field Trip

Grade Level: 6th-8th

An Underwater Ecosystem Ad-
venture:  Students will dive into 
an underwater adventure through 
their computer screens. Park 
rangers will tour the mangrove 
shoreline, the shallow bay and the 
northern portion of the third larg-
est coral reef tract in the world. 
This program focuses on the four 
ecosystems of the Park and how 
they are integral to each other and 
to us!

An accompanying lesson plan and 
worksheet can be downloaded 
from the park’s website. See be-
low.

Group Size:
No Limit

Program Dates:
Available year-round on the park 
website. Please visit www.nps.
gov/bisc.  Select “For Teachers”, 
then “Distance Learning Oppor-
tunities”.

Overnight Program
Biscayne Expedition

Day Program
Biscayne Explorer

Grade Level: 4th-8th

A Hands-on Science Experience: 
This program brings science to life 
by exposing students  to real sci-
entific experiments and data while 
working in a national park setting. 
Students will visit six activity sta-
tions. Students will explore native 
plant identification, mangrove ad-
aptations, food webs, water quality, 
wildlife and coral.

Group Size:
Maximum: 90 students
Minimum: 15 students
1 adult/10 students

Program Dates:
Nov. 1, 2008 - May 1, 2009

School’s Responsibility:
Adults lead students through activ-
ity stations.

Park’s Responsibilty:
Park ranger provides introduction, 
conclusion and facilitates explora-
tion.

Self guided
Discovery Packs

Grade Level: Pre K - 5th

Teacher Led Learning:
Each pack is filled with all the ma-
terials needed for a day of explo-
ration at Biscayne National Park, 
icluding a wildlife checklist, iden-
tification cards, and field guides. 
The pack also includes materials 
for several activities. Materials 
could be previewed at www.nps.
gov/bisc.

Group Size:
The activities in the backpacks are 
designed for up to 30 students. If 
the student number exceeds 30, 
activities could be divided be-
tween groups. No more than 90 
students total.

Program Dates:
Backpacks are available for check 
out year-round at the Dante Fas-
cell Visitor Center from 9:30 a.m. 
and must be returned by 4:00 p.m.

Grade Level: 5th-7th

An Overnight Learning Adven-
ture:  Elliott Key,  located seven 
miles from the mainland is an 
outstanding outdoor classroom! 
Camps are three days in length, 
running Mon. - Wed. or Wed. 
- Fri. Students meet curriculum 
standards through exploring ma-
jor South Florida ecosystems.

Group size:
Maximum: 25 students
Minimum: 15 students
1 adult/5 students

Program Dates:
Dec. 1, 2008 - April 1, 2009

Workshop Requirements:
An overnight workshop is offered 
to familiarize teachers with pro-
gram activities, logistics and safety 
considerations. Participation is 
required.

Workshop Date:
Nov. 22-23, 2008

Rangers in the Classroom

Coral Reef 
Connection

Grade Level: 5th - 10th

Have a Biscayne National Park 
ranger explain the intricacies of 
the coral reef ecosystem. This 
underwater city is bustling with 
commotion, from the microscop-
ic to the Goliath. 

Program Dates: 
Jan. 5, 2009 - Jun. 5, 2009

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. Exper ience  Your  Amer i ca

Ranger Careers

Grade Level: 3rd -12th

Many career opportunities exist 
in the National Park Service. A 
park ranger will inform students 
about possible career options 
while teaching them about the 
resources protected within this 
network of special places.

Program Dates:
Aug. 18 - Jun. 5, 2008	

Sea Turtle 
Journey

Grade Level: 
K-3

Sea turtles are magnificent crea-
tures who frequent the waters of 
Biscayne National Park. Students 
learn the life cycle of the sea 
turtle and many of the perils they 
face through a story and interac-
tive game.

Program Dates:
Aug. 18, 2008 - Jun. 5, 2009

Many 
Faces

Grade Level: 
4th - 6th

Biscayne National Park protects 
10,000 years of human history, 
from paleo-Indians to million-
aires and from pirates to pio-
neers. Let a park ranger tell you 
about some of the most fascinat-
ing faces of Biscayne National 
Park.  

Program Dates:
Jan. - Jun. 5, 2009


