Big Bend National Park 
February 10 - February 18, 2012 
Visitor Center Hours


Panther Junction
-
 8:00 AM   -    6:00 PM
Daily 


Chisos Basin

-
 8:30 AM   -    4:00 PM
Daily

closed for lunch.

Persimmon Gap
-
 9:00 AM   -    4:00 PM
Daily

closed for lunch.

Rio Grande Village
-
 8:30 AM   -    4:00 PM
Daily 

closed for lunch.

Castolon

-        10:00 AM   -    5:00 PM
Daily

closed for lunch.
Friday, February 10

8:30 AM Guided Walk -- “Big Bend’s Birds”  Join Volunteer Jan Allen for a bird walk to see some of Big Bend’s resident winter birds.  Bring binoculars and field guides.  Meet at Rio Grande Village Amphitheater. 2 hours.

5:30 PM Photography Program – “Small Wonders”  Panoramic vistas provide great photo opportunities, but so do sunlit cactus spines, animal tracks, or furled leaves.  Grab your camera and join Ranger C. Ballou for a close-focus view of the park’s fascinating elements.  Bring water and a hat.  Meet at the Rio Grande Village Nature Trail near campsite 18.  1 hour.

Saturday, February 11

8:30 AM Guided Walk – “Life On The Border”  Join NPS Volunteer Jim Allen for a hike to an overlook with spectacular 360º views of mountains and rivers.  Learn about some of our amazing Chihuahuan desert plants and go back in time to learn about the history of the Rio Grande Village area.  Meet at the Rio Grande Village amphitheater parking lot.  Wear good hiking shoes, bring water, and remember a hat and sunscreen.  2 miles.  2 hours.

1:30 PM Demonstration – “Build Green”  Adobe bricks are a construction material that can last 2500 years or melt away in a generation.  Join Volunteer R. Payne for a hand’s on look at adobe construction through the years and a chance to build your own brick.  Meet at the Castolon Visitor Center.  Wheelchair accessible. 1 hour.

7:30 PM Evening Program – “Some Endangered Evening”  Is it dark where you live?  Can you see as many stars as you once could?  A dark night sky is an important factor in the lives of living creatures planet-wide, a way for humans to connect to days past, when artificial light was non-existent.  Join Ranger B. Smith for an evening about evenings.  A telescope will be set up to view a celestial object.  Bring a flashlight.  Wheelchair accessible.  1 hour.  Chisos Basin Amphitheater.
Sunday, February 12 
10:00 AM Guided Walk - “We Are Not Alone”  Learning to identify the signs that animals leave behind can be helpful in many ways.  Join Ranger M. Yarbrough to see and identify these left behind signs.  Bring water, a hat, and a good pair of walking shoes.  Meet at the Hot Spring Trail head.  1 hour.

7:30 PM Evening Program – “Rolling On the River!”  The Rio Grande supports a rich diversity of plants and animals in a dynamic, ever-changing ribbon of life through the Chihuahuan Desert.  Come hear the story of one river traveler’s journey, spanning one hundred years of history and change.  Ranger T Smith.  Bring a flashlight.  Wheelchair accessible.  1 hour.  Rio Grande Village Amphitheater.

Monday, February 13
10:00 AM Guided Walk – “Desert Springs: A Fragile Oasis”  Springs are among the most important components of the Chihuahuan Desert, and are a key reason that humans have been able to survive here.  The existence of this fragile ecosystem however, balances in the hands of the one who controls the tap.  Join Ranger K. Lofton to explore the intertwined history of springs and humans here in the Big Bend.  Meet at the Hot Springs parking lot.  Bring water, a hat, and good walking shoes.  ¼ mile.  1 hour. Note:  Motorhomes and oversize vehicles are prohibited on the one-way sections of the Hot Springs road.

5:30 PM Program – “Did You Know?”  Trivial facts, legends, and lore help highlight the uniqueness of Big Bend.  Join Ranger R. Dean for a relaxing view of the sunset and interesting, though unusual, facts about Big Bend.  Meet on the patio outside the Chisos Mountains Lodge gift shop.  Wheelchair accessible.  1 hour.

Tuesday, February 14
10:30 AM Morning Program – “Dino Detective”  A dinosaur has been found murdered in Big Bend!  Join Resource Assistant H. Holzman in a crime scene investigation to track down the killer of this ancient reptile. Bring water and your sleuthing skills.  Meet at the Fossil Bone exhibit, 8 miles north of Panther Junction.  45 minutes.

7:30 PM Evening Program – “Big Bend’s Top 10”  What makes Big Bend special or unique among other national parks?  Join Ranger J. Jurado for a look at the top ten things that make Big Bend extraordinary.  Rio Grande Village Amphitheater.  45 minutes.

Wednesday, February 15
5:30 PM Photography Program – “You’re Not Ansel Adams, But You Could Be…”  Photography in National Parks can be a rewarding experience, a lasting memory, or just a way to document a place in time. Simple techniques will help you get the most out of your camera, be it digital or film.  Regardless of format, the pretty view you’re attempting to capture may not be what you think it is.  Join Ranger B. Smith for a photographic and resource discussion.  Bring a camera, tripod, and a chair if you have them.  1 hour.  Meet at the pullout 15.3 miles south of Panther Junction on the road to Rio Grande Village. 

Thursday, February 16
10:30 AM Guided Walk - “Life on a Ranch”  As one of the last areas to be homesteaded, Big Bend proved to be a challenging landscape for ranchers.  The perseverance of these families proved that “life” could thrive even under the harshest of circumstances.  Come follow in their footsteps and experience the challenges and rewards these ranchers faced on this easy stroll around a former homestead with Ranger K. Lofton.  Wear comfortable shoes and bring a water bottle.  1 hour.  Meet at the Sam Nail Ranch pullout, Mile 3 of the Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive. 

7:30 PM Evening Program – “Rattlesnake: Cold Blooded Killer?”  Where are you most likely to run into a rattler in Big Bend?  What will it look like?  What will you do about it?  Learn to live peacefully with this amazing creature as Volunteer Jim Allen discusses the facts, myths and lore of the rattlesnake.  Bring a flashlight.  Wheelchair accessible.  1 hour.  Rio Grande Village Amphitheater.

Friday, February 17
10:30 AM Guided Walk – “Fire; Friend Or Foe”  For years fire suppression was park policy, but now the National Parks start their own fires.  Join Ranger J. Jurado for a look at wildfire in Big Bend.  Meet at the Chisos Basin trailhead.  1/3 mile.  45 minutes.

7:30 PM Evening Program – “Roadkill Clean-up Crew”  An elegant flyer, a homely face, and a stomach that tolerates putrefied flesh.  Join Volunteer Jan Allen to explore how vultures and other carrion eaters keep our roadways clean and disease at bay.  Bring a flashlight.  Wheelchair accessible.  1 hour.  Basin Amphitheater.

Saturday, February 18
8:30 AM Guided Walk -- “Big Bend’s Birds”  Join Volunteer Jan Allen for a bird walk to see some of Big Bend’s resident winter birds.  Bring binoculars and field guides.  Meet at Rio Grande Village Amphitheater parking lot.  2 hours.

4:00 PM Morning Program – “The Agave Connection”  How could the loss of a bat impact the production of tequila?  Join Volunteer Jim Allen to learn how the spiky agave is transformed into potent drinks and how to identify the best tequilas!  Meet at the Chisos Basin Visitor Center.  Wheelchair accessible.  45 minutes.

8:00 PM:  Astronomy Program - You are invited to a STAR PARTY!  Join Ranger G.  Abend and the Big Bend Astronomers for an evening of deep sky viewing.  Telescopes provided.  You may BYOT.  Meet outside the Rio Grande Village store.  Bring a flashlight.  2 hours.

