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News Release Digest 2006

¢ Big Bend National Park reinstates Temporary Closures for Peregrine Falcons January 13

e Mountain Bike Meetings Scheduled January 23

¢ Record Breaking Visitation at Big Bend National Park January 23

e Visitor Death at Big Bend National Park Ruled a Suicide February 6

e Comments Sought On Water Supply System February 6

e Wildland Fire at Big Bend National Park March 09

¢ Updated Wildland Fire Information for Big Bend National Park March 10

¢ Big Bend National Park recruits for youth work program April 07

¢ Big Bend National Park Superintendent John H. King to retire in June May 08

¢ Big Bend National Park announces increased entrance fee & a backcountry use fee May 15

¢ Big Bend National Park plans a prescribed fire operation June 12

e Bruce Noble begins acting Superintendent assignment June 26

¢ Big Bend National Park plans completion of prescribed fire operations July 10

¢ Big Bend National Park Seeks Comments on Emory Peak Trail Realignment August 21

¢ Big Bend Natural History Association turns 50! September 18
e Brad Traver begins Acting Superintendent assignment September 18
¢ Big Bend National Park announces comment period for environmental assessment October 02

e Fatality at Big Bend National Park October 30

¢ Big Bend National Park seeks comments on management of non-native animals November 06
e Open House meetings on removal of exotic animals November 20
¢ Big Bend National Park reannounces/updates fees and backcountry use information December 18
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
January 13, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK REINSTATES TEMPORARY CLOSURES FOR
PEREGRINE FALCONS

In August 1999, the Peregrine falcon was removed from the federal endangered species list, a move
prompted by the falcon’s comeback from the brink of extinction. There remains however, cause for
concern. The Peregrine is still classified by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a Species of Special
Concern. Throughout Texas there are less than one dozen known nesting pairs and the falcon
remains on the state’s endangered species list.

The federal Endangered Species Act requires that Peregrine populations continue to be monitored for
a minimum of five years after the date of delisting. National Park Service policies require the
protection and preservation of all state-listed species and all species of concern, regardless of federal
or state classification. In keeping with this mandate, and to provide the nesting falcons with areas
free of human disturbance, Big Bend National Park will again temporarily close or place restrictions
on the use of certain park lands.

The areas closed to public entry from February 1 through May 31 are:

e The Southeast Rim Trail and a portion of the Northeast Rim Trail from the Boot
Canyon/Southeast Rim junction to a point just north of Campsite NE-4.

e All Southeast Rim campsites as well as Northeast (NE) campsites 4 and 5 are closed during
this period.

Technical rock climbing on rock faces within %2 mile of known peregrine eyries, as posted, will not be
allowed between February 1 and July 15.

The park does not plan to close any other areas but restrictions may be modified if Peregrine
behavior or nesting sites do not follow traditional trends.

Through the efforts of federal, state and private agencies, the Peregrine has staged a remarkable
comeback since it was placed on the federal list in 1970. Superintendent John H. King remarked, “In
spite of the success of the falcons over their entire range, there is still concern for certain small
populations, including the falcons that nest in Big Bend National Park and along the Rio Grande Wild
and Scenic River."

“The success of the Peregrine falcon recovery has been encouraging to all of us who have followed
their plight, but they aren’t out of danger yet - the Big Bend population still needs attention and
protection. We will take all necessary steps to ensure their continued existence,” said Superintendent
King.

-END-
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
January 23, 2006 432-477-1101

MOUNTAIN BIKE MEETINGS SCHEDULED

On January 30™ and January 31%, Big Bend National Park will host two public meetings in association
with a planning effort that could possibly expand mountain biking opportunities within the park. The
first meeting will take place on Monday, January 30" in Alpine at Sul Ross State University in Lawrence
Hall, Room 300. The second meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 31* in Study Butte at the
Community Center. Both meetings will start at 7:00 PM.

Big Bend has been selected as one of three National Park Service areas to participate in a program with
the International Mountain Biking Association that will explore the goal of providing appropriate, high
quality mountain biking opportunities in national parks. The public meetings are one of the first steps in
the planning process.

Superintendent John King invites all interested parties to attend the meetings. “The issue of more
mountain biking opportunities in Big Bend has already attracted a lot of attention and this is a chance for
all to participate in the process. There will be other chances to comment, but these initial public
meetings allow anyone to get involved at the very beginning and express their thoughts.”

For more information contact Big Bend National Park Management Assistant Lou Good at
(432) 477-1101.

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
January 23, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

RECORD BREAKING VISITATION AT BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK

Big Bend National Park surpassed 400,000 visitors for the first time in park history for the year 2005,
eclipsing the old record of 378,000 set in 1976. The number of people visiting the park is a milestone as
more and more people find out about and become interested in the wonders of Texas's first national
park.

The land that is now part of Big Bend National Park was largely purchased by the State of Texas in the
early 1940s, and the park was first established on June 12, 1944. Since that time, visitation has been
over the 300,000 mark on a number of occasions, but has never reached the milestone of 400,000 until
this past year.

A number of factors are likely helping with park visitation, including articles and photo shoots in print
and broadcast media such as magazines and television programs. Also, the growth of the Internet is
allowing visitors from afar to get a better idea of the many and varied recreational, natural, and cultural
opportunities the park has to offer.

Park Superintendent John H. King stated, “We are very pleased to see more visitors from the state,

country, and the international community enjoying and learning about the truly outstanding resources of
Big Bend National Park.”

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129

Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
February 6, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release
VISITOR DEATH AT BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK RULED A SUICIDE

A visitor to Big Bend National Park died on the evening of January 25, 2006, from
a self-inflicted gun shot wound. Todd Chandler, age 41, of Conroe, Texas, was
camping at the Solis # 4 backcountry campsite on the Rio Grande when the
incident occurred. The victim’s father, who was at the campsite at the time of the
shooting, drove out to Rio Grande Village that evening to report the incident.
NPS Rangers, assisted by the FBI, investigated the case.

“The incident was not related to any criminal activity associated with the
international border,” stated Chief Ranger Mark Spier. Superintendent John H.
King further commented, “We are saddened by this event and express our
condolences to Mr. Chandler’s family.”

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
February 6, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK SEEKS COMMENTS ON WATER SUPPLY

Big Bend National Park proposes to convert the water supply for the Rio Grande Village developed
area from a hot spring to a water supply well. The project would also include construction of a
small water treatment structure (one-story, 20-feet by 30-feet); all appurtenant water lines and
accessories necessary to connect the new water well to the existing storage and distribution
system; a radio-telemetry system for remote monitoring and operation of the water supply system;
and fire suppression systems for the maintenance facility and visitor center at Rio Grande Village.

The Rio Grande Village developed area encompasses the park’s largest campground and only
recreational vehicle campground. The developed area also includes a concessionaire-operated
campers’ store with shower and laundry facilities and an employee housing areas for
concessionaire and park employees. Use of the well and water treatment structure instead of the
hot spring would provide an adequate, reliable, and safe water supply for the Rio Grande Village
developed area that meets all state and national drinking water standards.

In addition, implementation of the project would assure an adequate water supply for the
endangered Gambusia (mosquito) fish. The existing water source for potable water at Rio Grande
Village is a hot spring that also provides water for the Gambusia fish. Continued use of the hot
spring for potable water would decrease available flows for this endangered fish species.

An early step in the National Park Service planning process is to involve the public. Park
Managers, therefore, are soliciting comments on the concerns and issues to be addressed in an
Environmental Assessment (EA) that will be prepared for this project. The EA should be available
for public review during the spring of 2006.

Please submit your written comments online at the NPS Planning, Environment, and Public
Comment website at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/. The 30 day comment period starts on February
7, 2006 and ends on March 7, 2006. All comments become part of the Administrative Record.
Written comments may also be submitted to:

Superintendent
Big Bend National Park
POB 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
March 9, 2006 5:00 PM 432-477-1107

Big Bend National Park News Release

Wildland Fire at Big Bend National Park

During the afternoon of March 8" at 3:45 PM high winds caused an electric power pole to break which
upon striking the vegetation below ignited a wildfire. The fire began on a northern slope of the Chisos

Basin nearby to the Campground and was pushed further north by high winds. The total acreage of the
fire as of mid-afternoon on March 9™ was 30 acres. The fire has not reached the top of the ridgeline or

threatened the Basin development to the south as of this time.

As a precaution, the Chisos Basin campground was evacuated the afternoon of March 8" and remains
closed. Road access to the Chisos Basin has also been closed except to guests already registered or with
reservations in the Chisos Mountains Lodge. Additional closures include all hiking trails of the Chisos
Mountains.

Fire fighting resources from within the park and the local area were mobilized to help with the fire on
March 8" with additional resources ordered from outside the local area including a Type 3 Incident
Management Team, a Hotshot Crew, a Type 6 Engine Strike Team, two helicopters and a Type Il hand
crew.

Visitors with reservations for the Chisos Basin campground are asked to make alternate arrangements,
until further notice, and to check with the park at 432-477-1158 for updates. Visitors with existing
Chisos Mountains Lodge reservations will be able to keep their room arrangements at this time.

Superintendent John King stated “Quick action by both park staff and local resources has helped prevent
a much larger fire.”

For more information please check with any of the park’s visitor centers or call the park at 432-477-
1158.

-END-
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
March 10 2006 432-477-1107

Big Bend National Park News Release

Updated Wildland Fire Information for Big Bend National Park

During the afternoon of March 8" at 3:45 PM high winds caused an electric power pole to break which
upon striking the vegetation below ignited a wildfire. The fire began on a northern slope of the Chisos
Basin nearby to the Campground and was pushed north by high winds. The total acreage of the fire as of
mid-afternoon on March 10" was 38 acres. The fire did not reach the top of the ridgeline or threaten the
Basin development to the south and is in the final stages of being controlled as of mid-afternoon March
10th.

As a precaution, the Chisos Basin campground will remain closed until 8:00 AM Saturday morning.
Road access and hiking trails in the Chisos Basin and Chisos Mountains have been reopened as of this
time. The Chisos Mountains Lodge also remains open for both lodging and meals. The Chisos Basin
campground is expected to reopen this weekend.

Visitors with reservations for the Chisos Basin campground are asked to make alternate arrangements,
through Friday evening. Visitors with existing Chisos Mountains Lodge reservations will be able to keep
their room arrangements at this time.

Superintendent John King stated “Quick action by both park staff and local resources helped prevent a
much larger fire.”

For more information please check with any of the park’s visitor centers or call the park at 432-477-
1158.

-END-
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Jim Erickson
April 7, 2006 432-477-1114

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK RECRUITS FOR YOUTH WORK PROGRAM

Big Bend National Park is recruiting for four Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) employees,
ages 15 through 18, for an eight-week program. The program begins June 12 and ends
August 18, 2006, and will focus on maintenance and recycling projects throughout the park.

Individuals selected for this summer program will earn wages and benefits of $5.15 per hour
and will work 40 hours per week, Monday through Friday. Participants will spend
approximately one day per week involved in environmental education activities.

Applicants should be in good physical health. Housing is not available, so participants must be
able to provide their own transportation daily to and from the park, or make personal
arrangements for lodging within or near the park. Meals are also the responsibility of the
participants.

“This is an excellent opportunity for young people to develop basic job skills and a work ethic,
while learning more about their environment,” said Superintendent John H. King. “Applicants
should be prepared for hard, but rewarding, work."

The Youth Conservation Corps is a federal summer employment program administered by the
Department of the Interior. It is designed for young men and women, working together to help
maintain and conserve natural and cultural resources.

For information or an application form, contact the Division of Facility Management at (432)
477-1114. Applications must be postmarked by May 19, 2004. The National Park Service is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
May 8, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK SUPERINTENDENT JOHN KING TO RETIRE

Big Bend National Park Superintendent John. H. King will retire from the National Park Service on June 2,
2006. Over the past 36 years, King has held a variety of positions at eight National Park Service sites, including
tenures as superintendent of Virgin Islands National Park and Big Bend National Park.

“King will be greatly missed at Big Bend, both by our community and by our partners who have benefited from
his knowledge and dedication,” said David Elkowitz, Chief of Interpretation. King began his federal career in
1969, serving as a seasonal at the Natchez Trace Parkway while attending Mississippi State University. Upon
graduation he secured a permanent position and subsequently served in park assignments at Blue Ridge
Parkway, Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park, Isle Royale National Park, Big Bend National
Park (two separate tours), Colonial National Historical Park, Lake Mead National Recreation Area, and Virgin
Islands National Park. King served a nine-year tour in the Intermountain Regional Office in Denver, first
serving as the Associate Regional Director for Administration and then as the Deputy Regional Director.

“My career with the National Park Service has been a labor of love,” said King. “I have lived in spectacular
places and worked with some of the brightest, most capable and passionate people to be found anywhere.”

Charles R Gregg, President of the Board of Directors, Friend of Big Bend National Park, said, “I thank John for
his strong support and encouragement, good humor and good sense. A good working relationship between a
partner of the park and its supervisor is essential, but should not be taken for granted. Our relationship with
John has contributed significantly to the success of the Friends group, and can serve as a model for such
relationships throughout the National Park system. John will be greatly missed and we wish him well."

“John King has been an extremely effective superintendent, the best | have worked with in my tenure, and we
will hate to see him go. Both John and his wife Martha quickly made themselves valuable members of the Big
Bend community and will be missed. We wish them the best of luck in their retirement and future endeavors,”
said Mike Boren, Executive Director, Big Bend Natural History Association.

King is married to the former Martha Ann Brown of Unity, Mississippi, who has been an active member and
volunteer in each community in which they have lived. Married for 35 years, the Kings are the proud parents of
three grown children: Jason, Joshua, and Jordan, and the grandparents of two (and soon to be three)
grandchildren: Juliana and Caleb.

Following his retirement on June 2, John and Martha plan to settle in Las Vegas, Nevada.

--END--

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.



National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
May 15, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK ANNOUNCES INCREASED ENTRANCE FEE
AND A BACKCOUNTRY USE FEE

Effective January 1, 2007, Big Bend National Park will be increasing visitor entrance fees as directed
by the results of a nationwide National Park Service fee study that sought to provide consistency of fees
charged between parks of similar sizes and resources. Therefore, the single vehicle entrance fee will
increase from $15.00 to $20.00. The per person and motorcycle fee will increase from $5.00 to $10.00.
Both passes are good for up to a one week stay. The park’s Annual Pass will increase from $30.00 to
$40.00, and will be valid for one full year after the date of purchase. Additionally, a backcountry and
river use fee of $10.00 per permit will be charged, with all revenue being used for backcountry-related
projects.

The Annual Pass was last increased in 2004 from $20.00 to $30.00, with the single vehicle entrance fee
last increased in early 2003. In order to increase entrance fees, national parks must perform a
comparability study to determine fair and comparable rates. Big Bend National Park conducted a
comparability study of parks across the state of Texas in March, 2006. The National Park Service
granted approval of the study in May, 2006.

Big Bend National Park participates in the National Park Service Recreation Fee Demonstration
Program. Eighty percent of the entrance fee revenue collected returns to the park and is used to fund
backlogged maintenance and visitor related projects that provide direct benefit to park visitors. Past fee
demonstration projects include the replacement of the Rio Grande Village Nature Trail boardwalk, the
installation of a permanent vault toilet at the Hot Springs parking lot, a new interpretive contact station
and exhibits at Castolon, and the soon to be expanded Panther Junction Visitor Center.

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For More Information Contact:
June 12, 2006 David Elkowitz (432) 477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK PLANS A PRESCRIBED FIRE OPERATION

Big Bend National Park plans to start prescribed fire operations the week of June 12, 2006, if
environmental factors such as wind, temperature, relative humidity, and fuel moisture levels are
favorable. The prescribed fire is planned to last up to one week, including initial preparations, the actual
burn, and clean-up activities. The area to be burned includes two plots, for a total of 692 acres along the
Rio Grande, immediately downstream of Santa Elena Canyon and starting again downstream of the
Santa Elena Canyon river access point.

The burn’s objectives are to remove the canopy of exotic plants (tamarisk) along this stretch of river, to
begin historic scene restoration (Sublett Farm Historic District) by restoring the historically open
floodplain after the burn, and to retain native vegetation such as willows. In addition, use of prescribed
fire in this area is expected to be one of the most effective tools available to resource managers for
restoring and maintaining flood dependent ecosystems. Prescribed fires are based on burn plans that
must be approved by the park Superintendent before any of the recommended actions are implemented.
Park fire managers plan the prescribed burns in consultation with resource managers, and all prescribed
fires are managed with firefighter and public safety as the first priority.

Thorough planning is used to minimize smoke and visitor closures; however, it is impossible to predict
weather patterns and smoke behavior with complete accuracy. Smoke impacts or delays may be
possible along the adjacent trails. Road and trail closures will include Route 16 (from the Desert
Overlook Wayside pullout), Santa Elena Canyon Overlook, Santa Elena Canyon Trail and Trailhead,
and the river access point. These closures will be kept to the shortest timeframe possible, and are
expected to last at least during the one day of fire ignition.

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park

U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
June 26, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BRUCE NOBLE BEGINS ACTING SUPERINTENDENT ASSIGNMENT

Bruce Noble, a 20-year veteran of the National Park Service, has been named acting
superintendent of Big Bend National Park. Noble officially began his acting duties on June 19™
and expects to continue the assignment through Labor Day.

Noble comes to Big Bend National Park from Colorado National Monument, where he has
served as that park’s superintendent since 2004. From 2000 until 2004, he served as
superintendent of Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park in Skagway, Alaska.

“I am deeply honored to serve as acting superintendent of Big Bend National Park and look
forward to working with the park’s dedicated staff, neighboring communities, and partners,”
said Noble. “I view this temporary assignment as an opportunity to make some positive
contributions to one of the nation’s premier national park areas,” he continued. He and his wife
Patricia are excited about the chance to become familiar with the park and the greater Big
Bend area.

Noble follows superintendent John King who retired effective June 3, 2006. It is expected that
the new superintendent will be named prior to the conclusion of Noble’s acting assignment.

“We are very pleased to have an Acting Superintendent of Bruce’s experience and enthusiasm
join our team at Big Bend,” said David Elkowitz, the park’s Public Information Officer.

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For More Information Contact:
July 10, 2006 David Elkowitz (432) 477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK PLANS COMPLETION OF PRESCRIBED FIRE OPERATION

Big Bend National Park plans to re-start prescribed fire operations the week of July 10, 2006, if
environmental factors such as wind, temperature, relative humidity, and fuel moisture levels are
favorable. The completion of the prescribed fire is planned to last up to three days, including initial
preparations, the actual burn, and clean-up activities. The area to be finished includes two plots, for a
total of 692 acres along the Rio Grande, immediately downstream of Santa Elena Canyon and starting
again downstream of the Santa Elena Canyon river access point. These plots were initially ignited June
13 - 15, 2006, and approximately 160 acres were treated along the road and river edge.

The burn’s objectives are to remove the canopy of exotic plants (tamarisk) along this stretch of river, to
begin historic scene restoration (Sublett Farm Historic District) by restoring the historically open
floodplain after the burn, and to retain native vegetation such as willows. In addition, use of prescribed
fire in this area is expected to be one of the most effective tools available to resource managers for
restoring and maintaining flood dependent ecosystems. Prescribed fires are based on burn plans that
must be approved by the park Superintendent before any of the recommended actions are implemented.
Park fire managers plan the prescribed burns in consultation with resource managers, and all prescribed
fires are managed with firefighter and public safety as the first priority.

Thorough planning is used to minimize smoke and visitor closures; however, it is impossible to predict
weather patterns and smoke behavior with complete accuracy. Smoke impacts or delays may be
possible along the adjacent trails. Road and trail closures will include Route 16 (from the desert
overlook), Santa Elena Canyon Overlook, Santa Elena Canyon Trail and Trailhead, and the river access.
These closures will be kept to the shortest timeframe possible, and are expected to last at least during the
one day of fire ignition.

--END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
August 21, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK SEEKS COMMENTS ON
EMORY PEAK TRAIL REALIGNMENT

The National Park Service at Big Bend National Park is proposing a major trail realignment of the existing Emory Peak
trail in the high Chisos Mountains. This proposed realignment will encompass the construction of 1.21 miles of new
trail from just above the Pinnacles Pass area (approximately 3 miles from the Chisos Basin). The project proposal,
including a map of the reroute, may be reviewed by visiting the NPS Planning, Environmental, and Public Comment
website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ .

The proposed new alignment will follow terrain contours more closely, thus greatly improving drainage of the trail and
reducing erosion. Further anticipated benefits of the realignment will include reduced trail maintenance, enhanced
protection of natural and cultural resources, and a safer and improved visitor experience by significantly reducing the
grade. Material removed during the construction of the new trail will be utilized to fill in severely eroded sections of the
existing route. All unused sections of the existing trail will be fully rehabilitated with erosion checks, re-contouring to
natural slope, and re-vegetated to natural specifications.

Rock structures will be installed (retaining walls, checks, water bars) when necessary to gain elevation and control
drainage. National Park Service trail crews and volunteer groups will perform the work with hand tools in accordance
with the guidelines of the Wilderness Act.

The National Park Service is preparing an Environmental Assessment to look at possible environmental impacts and is
soliciting comments from the public on concerns and issues dealing with this project. Please submit your written
comments online at the NPS Planning, Environmental, and Public Comment website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/ .
The 30 day comment period starts on August 17 and ends on September 17, 2006.

Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresses, home phone numbers, and email addresses of
respondents, available for public review. Individual respondents may request that we withhold their names and/or
home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this information, you must state this prominently at
the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must present a rationale for withholding this information. This
rationale must demonstrate that disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported
assertions will not meet this burden. In the absence of exceptional, documented circumstances, this information will
be released. We will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying
themselves as representatives of or officials of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection in their
entirety. All comments become part of the Administrative Record. Written comments can be submitted to:

Superintendent
Big Bend National Park
P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

~-END--
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National Park Service Big Bend National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
Big Bend National Park, TX 79834

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
September 18, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION TURNS 50!

Fifty years ago, Superintendent George W. Miller officially designated Big Bend Natural History
Association, or “BBNHA,” as a “cooperating society” on June 19, 1956. The founding
members of the board of directors were Paul Forchheimer of Alpine, Jim Francois of Alpine,
Peter Koch of Alpine, Hunter Metcalfe of Marfa, and Tom H. Stovell of Alpine. Jim Francois is
still actively serving the association and park to this day!

BBNHA's first annual donation back to the park was $68.67, but that number has steadily
increased over the years. Today, BBNHA remains the sole cooperating association partner in
Big Bend National Park’s history. BBNHA also serves Amistad National Recreation Area and
the Rio Grande Wild & Scenic River.

BBNHA is currently led by a Board of Directors with combined years of total service at an
impressive 237 man years. When combined with the years of service of the advisory board,
that figure jumps to an amazing 292 years! The association is managed on a day-to-day basis
by an Executive Director. Mike Boren currently serves in this position, and he is approaching
an important milestone himself of serving for ten years as Executive Director.

Many accomplishments have been overseen and undertaken by BBNHA on behalf of the park,
its own membership, and the visitors to which BBNHA serves. These include publishing
books, maps, and other interpretive material; offering education seminar programs; providing
visitors with countless hours of visitor center desk assistance; and donations to park programs.
To date, BBNHA has contributed $1,806, 223 to the parks it serves! This financial contribution
has led to countless projects, research studies, programs, services, publications, and
information being made available to park visitors.

Acting Superintendent Bradley S. Traver said, “On behalf of the National Park Service, | want
to wish Big Bend Natural History Association congratulations for a very successful 50-year
partnership, and to thank the Board of Directors and Executive Director for the many years of
service and leadership.”

--END--
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U.S. Department of the Interior P.O. Box 129
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE David Elkowitz
September 18, 2006 432-477-1108

Big Bend National Park News Release

BRAD TRAVER BEGINS ACTING SUPERINTENDENT ASSIGNMENT

Brad Traver, a 25-year veteran of the National Park Service, has been named acting
superintendent of Big Bend National Park. Traver officially began his acting duties on
September 10" and expects to continue the assignment through early November.

Traver comes to Big Bend National Park from Tonto National Monument, where he has served
as that park’s superintendent since 2003. Before that, Traver was a long-time member of the
management team at Grand Canyon. “I am deeply honored to serve as acting superintendent
of Big Bend National Park and look forward to working with the park’s dedicated staff,
neighboring communities, and partners,” said Traver. “l view this temporary assignment as an
opportunity to make some positive contributions to one of the nation’s premier national park
areas,” he continued. Traver also stated that “my wife Denise and | look forward to exploring
the trails and getting to know the Big Bend area better.”

Traver follows acting superintendent Bruce Noble. It is expected that Bill Wellman, having
been named the next permanent superintendent, will start on duty at Big Bend National Park
November 13, 2006. Wellman is currently serving as the superintendent of Curecanti National
Recreation Area.

“We are very pleased to have an acting superintendent of Brad’s caliber and enthusiasm to
join our team at Big Bend,” said David Elkowitz, the park’s Public Information Officer.

--END--
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BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK ANNOUNCES COMMENT PERIOD FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT ON WATER SYSTEM AT RIO GRANDE VILLAGE.

Acting Superintendent Bradley S. Traver announced the availability of the recently prepared
Environmental Assessment: Develop New Drinking Water System — Rio Grande Village. The
document, which describes and examines the impacts of the proposed project, is available for
public review from September 29 through October 29, 2006.

The National Park Service (NPS) announced the Environmental Assessment, which seeks to
convert the Rio Grande Village developed area water supply from a hot spring source to a
water well. The project additionally will help assure an adequate water supply for the
endangered Big Bend Gambusia or Big Bend Mosquitofish (Gambusia gaigei). The existing
potable water source at Rio Grande Village is a hot spring that supplies water for the Big Bend
Gambusia habitat. Continued use of the hot spring for potable water would decrease available
flows for this endangered fish species.

The project would include construction of a small water treatment structure (one-story, 20-feet
by 30-feet); all appurtenant water lines and accessories necessary to connect the new water
well to the existing storage and distribution system; a radio-telemetry system for remote
monitoring and operation of the water supply system; and fire suppression systems for the
maintenance facility and visitor center at Rio Grande Village.

Potential reviewers may obtain a copy on the internet at http://parkplanning.nps.qgov/ or by
writing the Superintendent at the address below. Reviewers may submit written comments
addressed to the Superintendent, Develop New Drinking Water System RGV, Big Bend
National Park, P.O. Box 129, Big Bend National Park, Texas 79834-0129, or enter comments
on the Planning, Environment and Public Comment website at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/.

--END--
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FATALITY AT BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK

Carl Springer, 71, from Conroe, Texas, died as a result of complications brought on by
dehc}/dration while hiking the Outer Mountain Loop Trail in Big Bend National Park. On October
22" Springer was discovered to be 24 hours overdue during a routine solo hiker permit check.
A search was begun by air and continued on October 23" with an expanded ground search.
Springer was spotted by the park’s fixed wing aircraft on the second day about a mile from the
trail. When discovered, Springer was alert and oriented, but too weak to stand. A Customs and
Border Patrol helicopter transported a search and rescue team member to Springer’s location,
upon which emergency care was begun. Additional rescuers who walked in helped Springer
onto the helicopter for transportation to Panther Junction.

Springer was flown to the helipad at Panther Junction where he was transferred to the park's
ambulance. Care was provided by park medics and a physician who was in the park instructing
emergency first aid refresher training. Mr. Springer was pronounced dead en route to
rendezvous with a life flight helicopter. The incident occurred on Monday, October 23, 2006.

“We are truly saddened by this tragic death,” stated Acting Superintendent Brad Traver, “and
offer our condolences to Mr. Springer’s family and friends.”

--END--
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Big Bend National Park News Release

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK SEEKS COMMENTS ON MANAGEMENT
OF NON-NATIVE ANIMALS

Big Bend National Park is developing a plan to protect the park's natural and cultural resources from the
impacts of non-native, exotic wildlife species. The park is seeking public participation in identifying
issues and concerns to be addressed in the plan and accompanying Environmental Assessment.
Opportunities to participate include providing written comments and attending open-house meetings.

According to Acting Superintendent Brad Traver, “In recent decades, a number of non-native exotic
animal species have spread into Big Bend. We are concerned that some of these are already causing
harm to the native west Texas and Chihuahuan Desert plants, animals, water sources, and other
resources the park is here to protect. Over the past couple of years we have convened panels of
scientists and other natural resource professionals to help us evaluate the threats. We looked at the
nearly 25 exotic, non-native species that now inhabit the park and identified less than a half-dozen that
represent significant risk to the park and might be manageable, at least in priority areas of the park.”

National parks are required by federal regulation, Executive Order, and NPS Policies to prevent impacts
by exotic species to natural and cultural resources. NPS Policies direct that “exotic species... will be
managed — up to and including eradication — if control is prudent and feasible and the exotic species
interferes with natural processes and the perpetuation of natural features, native species or natural
habitats.”

“We’ve preliminarily identified feral hogs, a product of interbred domestic hogs and European wild
boars; and Barbary sheep, native to the deserts of north Africa and Asia, as the major species of concern.
Additionally, the park's aquatic habitats and species are at risk from nutria, a South American rodent;
bullfrogs, native to the Southeastern U.S.; and a non-native turtle, the elegant slider,” said Traver.

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, the planning process includes an
Environmental Assessment. The Environmental Assessment provides an analysis of environmental,
social, economic, and other issues related to the project. Input from the public and other interested
parties is sought in order to identify issues and concerns, and help determine the appropriate course of
action.

The initial public comment period begins November 10 and ends December 11, 2006. Public open-
house meetings are scheduled for: November 28, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Espino Conference Center in
Alpine, Texas, and 7:30 to 9:00 pm at the Richey Building in Marathon, Texas; and on November 29,
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Brewster County Community Center in Study Butte.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.



Please submit written comments online at the NPS Planning, Environmental, and Public Comment
website: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/, or by mail to: Superintendent, Attn: Exotic Animal Management,
Big Bend National Park, P.O. Box 129, Big Bend National Park, Texas 79834-0129. All public
comments become part of the administrative record.

An opportunity will be provided to comment upon the Draft Plan and Environmental Assessment,
scheduled for release in late 2006 or early 2007.

For additional information on this and other Big Bend National Park planning activities, visit the park
website, http://www.nps.gov/bibe/planning, and select >Management, >Public Involvement.

--END--
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