I am a writer who writes stories about a particular time, place, and people. At the heart of
my stories are the South Dakota prairie and a Bohemian-Irish family who lived on that land during
the 1940’s and into the 1960’s. In the fall of 2008, I served as Artist in Residence for the Badlands
National Park. All my life, I have been drawn to rugged beauty of that landscape and to the
memories of my father exploring the buttes and mesas of the park.
I write because my parents were storytellers and from them I learned that stories are the
way we understand experience. My stories about my family and our land have been published in
several anthologies, including Because I Love Her: Thirty Four Top Women Writers Reflect on the
Mother-Daughter Bond, ed. Niki Richesen, Mira Press; Crazy Woman Creek: Women Rewrite the
American West, ed Linda M Hasselstrom, Gaydell Collier, and Nancy Curtis, Mariner Books; Peril
and Promise: Essays on Community in South Dakota and Beyond, ed. Charles Woodard, South
Dakota Agricultural Heritage Museum Press, 2007; and “The Tea Bags,” an essay recorded for
American Radio Works, American Public Media.
I have currently expanded my discussion of landscape and culture to include the stories of
South Korea that evolved when I spent a semester teaching English at Daejeon National University.
I have recently completed a book titled The Faces of Memory: Remembering a Life in South Korea,
which describes a cross cultural experience in a country that has a rich cultural heritage and yet, like
my home state, is often overlooked and the memories of South Dakota that my journey inspired. I
received a Bush Dakota Creative Connections grant to complete my book. Essays included in
Faces of Memory have been published in Notre Dame Magazine, Passager Journal, and Platte
Valley Review.

