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In December 2002, Typhoon Pongsona devastated the island and the park. The park was forced to close its Visitor Center and public library, relocate to temporary office space (former maintenance supply and equipment rooms) at the parks maintenance facility, store the museum collection and library resources in controlled environments, and place our NPS property in storage. This situation has not changed. As a result of the Visitor Center closure, our interpretive efforts has been directed towards the expansion of educational outreach programs, providing off-site tours, aggressively keeping the public informed of the park status, taking an active role in educating the public about the significance of the 60Th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam (July 21) and the 60th Anniversary of the Battle of Saipan (June 15) in honor of those who fought and died in these battles, and event planning for the 60th Commemoration events. 
Interpretive staffing for FY 04 consisted of two interpretive positions (2 vacant positions).  Staffing includes the Chief of Interpretation and Park Ranger Liz Cruz (STEP). Due to our current staffing and visitor center closure, our ability to provide interpretive services has been severely curtailed. 
Arizona Memorial Museum Association Support

Since the closure of the museum, if it were not for the active participation of our partner, the Arizona Memorial Museum Association (AMMA) our efforts in providing educational outreach programs, special tours, and our involvement in planning and implementing special events for the 60th Anniversaries on Guam and Saipan would not have been possible. Executive Director Tom Shaw, Arizona Memorial Museum Association, Cindy Rapadas, Regional Director, Guam, and association hired Visitor Use Assistance Anita Cruz, all actively pursued efforts to assist us in providing visitor services (educational outreach programs and special tours), planning and coordinating 60th Anniversary events (Guam and Saipan)and publicizing these events to inform the public that despite our museum closure efforts were being made to reach our visiting public and the local community. The Arizona Memorial Museum Association hires Jessica Jordon as 60th Anniversary Event Coordinator to assist Site Manager Chuck Sayon, American Memorial Park in coordinating, planning, and implementing weeklong events.  The Arizona Memorial Association provided a total of $220,000 to support the War in the Pacific NHP and American Memorial Park in fiscal year 04.
Outstanding Park Volunteer

Long-time park volunteer historian Toni Ramirez has been heavily involved at both the War in the Pacific National Historical Park (WAPA) and the American Memorial Park (AMME) in the development of special events, 60th Anniversary educational programs on Guam and in museum planning and wayside development for the American Memorial Park. Toni is an avid park supporter and promotes the park and our programs locally and internationally. He has ensured that park information is included in various articles, literature (flyers, brochures), and publications (both local and internationally) he authors or is called upon to review. 
Joining Forces: Assisting American Memorial Park, Saipan
For the past three years, the Chief of Interpretation has been heavily involved in assisting Site Manager Chuck Sayon in the interpretive/exhibit planning for the new Visitor Center at the American Memorial Park. For FY 04, the Chief continued work on exhibit planning for AMME’s new visitor center as well as coordinating planning efforts with representatives of the Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas (CNMI) planning committees in the development of a new Marianas Memorial and 12 wayside exhibits. 
In keeping with the parks mandate to honor the people of the Marianas, this memorial contains the inscribed names of 932 Chamorro and Carolinians who lost their lives during the Marianas Campaign of World War II. The twelve wayside exhibits were installed at World War II sites throughout the island of Saipan in time for planned 60th Anniversary events. 
Regional Support

All the American Memorial projects above were directly supervised by Project Manager, Lynne Nakata (Interpretive Specialist, Pacific West Region). Without her direction, guidance, and dedication to assist the American Memorial Park, over the last three years, completion of these projects would not have been possible. Historian Genevieve Cabrera, Historic Preservation Office, CNMI has worked closely with the Chief of Interpretation over the last two and a half years in all phases of the planning for AMME projects. Historians Gordon Chappell (PWR) and Harry Butowsky (WASO) reviewed and commented on the Construction Documents: Graphic & Text for the new Visitor Center at AMME. The Division of Wayside Exhibits, Harpers Ferry Center staff members Mark Johnson and Roberta Wendell played a major role in the development of the 12 wayside exhibits for Saipan. Their expertise and involvement in the development of the wayside exhibits ensured the final exhibits were of the highest quality.
WAPA Administrative History

The Chief of Interpretation reviewed and commented on the draft Administrative History. Due to our workload, lack of resources, and time constraints to complete 60th Anniversary projects and American Memorial projects Project Manager Gordon Chappell (Historian, Pacific West Region) took on role of review, coordination, and oversight of this work. Project is scheduled for completion in FY05. The completion of the parks Administrative History would not have been possible without the hard work, dedication, and oversight of this project by Gordon. Paula Creech, Grants Program Analyst (PWR) also provided assistance with this work by coordinating the review of the chapters on Guam’s culture and history through the Historic Preservation Offices on Guam and Saipan.

We are extremely grateful for the assistance of all those who provided their professional services to both the War in the Pacific NHP and the American Memorial Park.

New and Improved Park Website

Museum Curator Tammy Duchesne took on the challenge of revamping the parks website and developing a new Pacific War website in order to meet the demands of our visitors (locally and internationally).Through her efforts the park website was redesigned and updated to include information formally available at the parks library.  Tammy applied for and received a $10,000 grant from the Guam Humanities Council (National Endowment for the Humanities) to develop a Pacific War website. 
Through Tammy’s hard work and dedication, along with the assistance of local historians, the public can now access publications and historical photographs (700) through the parks website. This website was available to the public in July and completed in time for Veterans returning to Guam to participate in 60th Anniversary commemoration events. As of today, there were 15,500 hits on the website. Users have written to Tammy expressing their appreciation that they can view this information at their leisure. Researchers and educators both locally and internationally now have access to this information.  Due to the success of the website the Guam Humanities Council donated an additional $3,500 for continued acquisition of images and updates to the website.  Tammy has aggressively continued to update the parks website to inform the public of special programs/events and outreach efforts (see News at www.nps.gov/wapa). To access the Pacific War website log on http://www.nps.gov/wapa/indepth. Tammy also assisted the American Memorial Park by reviewing AMME Construction Documents: Specifications for the new Visitor Center, identifying artifacts for display purposes and preparing artifacts for Fabricators work and determining final artifact selections.

Oral History Program

During the 60th Anniversaries (Guam and Saipan) the Chief of Interpretation coordinated and conducted oral history interviews with returning U.S. Veterans who participated in the battles of the Saipan/Tinian, Guam, and Iwo Jima. On Saipan, VIP Toni Ramirez and Park Ranger Liz Cruz assisted with logistical support and Historian Daniel Martinez assisted with oral history interviews. A total of 22 interviews were completed.

There is Hope: Building Partnerships
Since the closure of the Visitor Center, Superintendent Eric Brunnemann has been actively seeking alternative options to provide visitor services.  Eric has been working with the U.S. Navy to develop a partnership for long term use of one of their facilities. Through his efforts, the Navy has agreed to allow the park to utilize one of their vacant buildings (formerly Army Reserve building) as a temporary Visitor Center. A formal agreement between the Navy and the National Park Service has allowed us not only to utilize a vacant building for our needs, but resulted in the donation of the Navy museum collection and the Japanese midget submarine currently located on Naval Station. Access to the Navy’s museum and the submarine has been restricted since 9-11. To our knowledge there our only three Japanese midget submarines of this type available in the world. This will become a major attraction at the temporary Visitor Center site. 

The Superintendent along with Tom Fake, Landscape Architect, Pacific Islands Support office along with park staff and our Cooperating Association has been working with architects in assessing and reviewing plans for building renovations. 

In addition, in an effort to promote the history of Sumay and other World War II sites on Naval Station and to provide visitor access to these sites Association representative Cindy Rapadas and Superintendent Eric Brunneman has been working with Navy personnel towards the development of special tours. Tour package will include visits to the Navy base and to War in the Pacific NHP sites. Due to the limited staff at WAPA, the association will hire a local contractor to conduct these tours. Visits to historical sites on Navy lands will only be available to the public through the park as part of the cooperative agreement with the park. 
Constructing planning including museum assessment of stored items and planning will commence in fiscal year 05 with the assistance of Interpretive Specialist Lynne Nakata, Pacific West Region. We are hopeful to have a facility up and running by the end of fiscal year 05. 
60Th Anniversary: Liberation of Guam/Battles of Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima
This past year, Park Volunteer Toni Ramirez formed the “Guam’s 60th World War II Educational Program”, committee. This committee consists of representatives from the park, our partners, the Arizona Memorial Museum Association, the Guam Historic Preservation Office, the privately owned Pacific War Museum and the Third Marine Division, Guam Chapter Association.  Through Toni’s untiring efforts along with members of the 60th Anniversary Educational Committee there were 30 special events, programs, special exhibit displays and ceremonies presented throughout the year to promote awareness and education in commemoration of the 60th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam. 
Superintendent Eric Brunnemann, Cindy Rapadas, Regional Director, Arizona Memorial Museum, Guam Branch,   Association Visitor Use Assistant Anita Cruz, and Park Ranger Liz Cruz served as committee members. Program highlights below includes 60Th Anniversary events, educational outreach efforts including events held at the American Memorial Park where WAPA staff were directly involved or participated to ensure the National Park Service was a visible presence. It should also be noted that the maintenance divisions have provided tremendous support at both the AMME and WAPA with special event logistics and exhibit set-up and break downs as needed during the 60th Anniversary. 
War in the Pacific National Historical Park: A Year of Remembrance
November 14, 2003
228th Anniversary United States Marine Corps (600 participates) Guess speakers Superintendent Eric Brunnemann and VIP Toni Ramirez. 
November 21, 2003
Memorial Service for Facility Manager Ron Wilson – On November 15, 2004, Facility Manager Ron Wilson passed away. National Park Service employees, members of the community, along with Ron’s friends participate in a Memorial Service remembering and honoring Ron’s dedication and work at the War in the Pacific National Historical Park. Superintendent Eric Brunnemann commences opening memorial service ceremony, Maintenance worker Jim Powell presents the Eulogy, and Senior Chief Robert Smith, U.S. Navy Seabees serves as guest speaker. Superintendent Eric Brunnemann along with Site Manager Chuck Sayon (American Memorial Park) present Ron’s wife Colleen with U.S. Flags flown at park sites on day of Ron’s death.
December 6, 2003
Asan Bay Overlook - Sons of Guam, Pearl Harbor Ceremony (200 participants). Mistress of Ceremony, Cindy Rapadas, Arizona Memorial Museum Association representative welcomes over three hundred attendees, Veterans and their families in honoring the Chamorros who died at  Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in 1941. This Association sponsored event was the first time these Chamorros were honored on island. The 12 Chamorros were on board the U.S. Battleships Arizona, Nevada, Oklahoma, and West Virginia and died during the Pearl Harbor attack. The highlight of the event was the unveiling of the Sons of Guam memorial plaque honoring these Chamorros. 
January 16, 2004
Visitor Center Ground Breaking Ceremony (300 participants) – American Memorial Park Site Manager Chuck Sayon, Superintendent Eric Brunnemann and Governor Juan Babauta greet Secretary Gale Norton and Deputy Assistant Secretary David Cohen in a ground breaking ceremony for the new Visitor Center at the American Memorial Park.
January 17
Asan Bay Overlook -Wreath Laying Ceremony (150 participants) Superintendent Eric Brunnemann welcomes Secretary of Interior Gale Norton, Governor Felix Camacho, Guam’s Delegate to Congress, Madeline Bordallo along with House Resources Committee Chairman Richard W. Pombo (R-CA), and Congressional Representatives, Dennis Cardoza (D-CA), Frank Lucas (R-Okla.), Dennis Rehberg (R-Mont.) and Jeff Flake. Chamorro war survivors and Veterans attend ceremony.
January 26
Building Partnerships with Micronesia – Museum Curator Tammy Duchesne establishes relationships with Micronesia during a trip to the Micronesian Seminar in Pohnpei. Through her efforts she obtained WW II historical digital images (2,000) of Saipan, Tinian, Enewetek, Ulithi, Majuro, Kwajalein, Chuuk, Peleliu, and other Micronesian islands. These collections will be added to the WAPA photo collection, which was previously focused almost exclusively on Guam.
March 3
USS Guam Donation (30 participants) Association Member/World War II Veteran Robert Gilbert presents Superintendent Eric Brunnemann with a donation of historical documents, an authentic ship trunk and photographs associated with the history of the USS Guam.  
March 9
Charter Day, University of Guam (70 participates)- VIP Toni Ramirez present talk on Guam’s World War II Oral History including the parks oral history program.

March 10-17
Iwo Jima Veterans (200 participants) Veterans, their family members, and historians return to participate in the 59th Anniversary of the Battle for Iwo Jima. On Guam, Chief of Interpretation Rose Manibusan provides park orientation to Veterans at Outrigger Hotel. Park Ranger Liz Cruz and Association representative Anita Cruz set up information booth and Association publication sales at the Outrigger (Veterans residing hotel). 
March 15 
Historical Photo Collection Grows by Almost 900 Thanks to Cooperation and Teamwork -A trip to the National Archives, the Naval Historical Center, and the United States Marine Corps Historical Center recently supplemented the historical photo collection for War in the Pacific NHP and the American Memorial Park. By teaming with Executive Director Tom Shaw, Arizona Memorial Museum Association and Museum Curator Tammy Duchesne they were able to acquire almost 900 historical images to add to the parks photo collection.
March 16
Superintendent Eric Brunnemann along with Rose Manibusan present Veterans with the parks Commemoration Coin at Dinner Reception in honor of returning Veterans (300 participants). Veterans tour the War in the Pacific NHP on Guam and American Memorial Park hosts a ceremony at the park in honor of returning Veterans. Superintendent Brunnemann accompanies Veterans to Iwo Jima for commemoration ceremonies (350 participants).
March 11
Radio Talk Show – VIP Toni Ramirez promotes WWII sites on Guam.

April 28
Guam’ Youth Commemorative Wreath Laying Presentation (100 Participants) - Asan Bay Overlook Island Leadership Day allows youths to step into the shoes of high ranking island officials. Youths representing the Governor of Guam and adjutant general of the Guam National Guard along with other island youths lay wreaths in a ceremony commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam.

WAPA Staff Receives Appreciation Award (60 participants). The U.S. Navy Fleet and Family Support Center hosts an appreciation luncheon for Volunteers. The park was presented an appreciation award for their work in providing educational programs to Department of Defense schools and for presentations conducted by park staff as requested by the Family Support Center. Superintendent Eric Brunnemann accepts award along with Association representatives Cindy Rapadas and Anita Cruz, and maintenance worker Rita Powell attended this event.

May 8
Manamko (Elders) Wreath Laying Ceremony (100) Asan Bay Overlook Association Representative Anita Cruz, Park Ranger Liz Cruz, along with VIP Toni Ramirez join Chamorro war survivors in a wreath laying ceremony in honor of Guam’s war casualties. 

May 29 – 31
Memorial Day Weekend at the Park/Star Gazing Night - Superintendent Eric Brunnemann welcomes the public to a star gazing night. Special guest for the evening was University of Guam planetarium coordinator Pam Eastlick. Pam led the event and shared with the public that the stars on this night were the same as they were on the evening of the American landing (July 21, 1944). 

Movies at the Park (100 participants) – Park Ranger Liz Cruz greets the public before showing WW II video presentation. This weekend event was coordinated by both Park Ranger Liz Cruz and Association representative Anita Cruz.
June 8
USA Today features War in the Pacific NHP as one of the Top Ten places to remember World War II.
June 11
The Arizona Memorial Museum Association hosts reception for National Park Service staff – American Memorial Park. Board Chairman George Sullivan. Along with members Noel Bragg, Dr. Geoff White, Sunny Young and Al Rodriquez greet AMME, WAPA, and other NPS personal (10 from various park units) assisting with 60th Anniversary events. 

June 12 – June 18
60th Anniversary Battles of Saipan/Tinian- Throughout the week several commemoration events/ceremonies take place at the American Memorial Park and throughout the island of Saipan and on Tinian

June 13
Arizona Memorial Museum Association hosts Welcome reception for Regional Director Jon Jarvis and park staff.  

June 14
Memorial Dedication Ceremony (500 participants) – Site Manager Chuck Sayon along with Marianas Memorial Committee and the Governor of the CNMI hosts dedication ceremony at the American Memorial Park. The Governor recognizes Marianas Memorial Committee members; Rose Manibusan, Historian Genevieve Cabrera, Cathy Anderson, and Maya Kara for their work in the development of the Memorial.


American Memorial Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony (75 participants) – Cindy Rapadas 


Regional Director, Arizona Memorial Museum Association welcomes the Saipan community at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the new Visitor Center. Site Manager Chuck Sayon provides remarks on the progress and development of the Visitor Center.

Historian Daniel Martinez along with Chief of Interpretation Rose Manibusan conducts oral history interviews with returning Veterans. VIP Toni Ramirez interviews Chamorro survivor and both he and Park Ranger Liz Cruz assists with oral history logistics. 
Tinian 60th (June 16) Anniversary Regional Director Jon Jarvis, Superintendent Eric Brunnemann and Chief of Interpretation Rose Manibusan attend the 60th Anniversary commemoration ceremony at North Field, Tinian. Special Guests include WW II Pilot Paul Tibbets and crew members Morris Jeppson, and Theodore Van Kirk. 

A new World War II Nose Art Exhibit (wartime plane artwork) funded by the Arizona Memorial Museum association was available for display during Saipan’s weeklong commemoration events. The exhibit includes an audio-visual program on the Arizona Memorial Museum Association hosts an evening with Nose Art Exhibit artist World War II Veteran Hal Olsen.

June 15-17
History Alive Seminars – (350 participants). American Memorial Park – Site Manager Chuck Sayon welcomes participants to the WW II seminars. Former Park Superintendent Karen Gustin and Historian Daniel Martinez facilitate the three day workshop on World War II. Site Manager Chuck Sayon and Karen Gustin provide an overview of the planning efforts for the new Visitor Center. Special guests include  Code Talker Teddy Draper and American World War II pilot Hap Halloran who was a also was former POW. Regional Director, Cindy Rapadas, Arizona Memorial Museum Association, along with Chuck Sayon and 60th Anniversary Coordinator Jessica Jordon coordinated workshop along with the assistance of Park Guide Jireena Blas who finalized the History Alive Seminar Program booklet. Over 50 U.S. Veterans attended this seminar. This event would not have been possible without the support and funding from the Arizona Memorial Museum Association.

July – August
Nose Art Exhibit and traveling exhibits on loan from the Admiral Nimitz Museum available to public for viewing during the months of July and August (21,000 visitors). Traveling Exhibits feature Quiet Shadows: Women in the Pacific War, Yamamoto Mission: Retrospective (photo-essay) and Cactus Remembered: The Air War for Guadalcanal (photo essay).  Coordinator?
July 10 
Manneggon Memorial Walk/Unveiling of Manneggon Memorial (1000 participants). The public joins Manneggon camp war survivors in a memorial walk from Ylig to the former camp site at Manneggon. Commemoration ceremonies speakers feature stories from Chamorro war camp survivors. Honorable Iriyama Kennosuke, Consul General of Japan assists Manneggon Foundation Board Members in the unveiling of the Manneggon Memorial. National Park Service representatives attending include: Rose Manibusan, Park Ranger Liz Cruz, and VIP Toni Ramirez. 

July 15
Seminar entitled, “World War II: Is it Over” hosted by the Guam Humanities Council


Panel discussions and video testimonies on the effects of World War II on Guam and its people (75 participants) are presented to the public. Chief of Interpretation Rose Manibusan attends as NPS representative.

July 20-22
Display of 1,826 U.S. Flags – Inspired by former Marine John Gerber, in remembrance of all the American servicemen that died during the Battle for Guam (1944) 1,826 U.S. flags were displayed in the center field on the former invasion beach in Asan. Maintenance Work Leader Michael Tajalle coordinated flag installation, with the help of other maintenance staff, association representative Anita Cruz, Park Ranger Liz Cruz, VIP Toni Ramirez, and volunteers from the Church of Latter Day Saints.
July 19
Commemoration Ceremony (400 participants) Asan Bay Overlook. This event was coordinated by the Office of the Governor and the National Guard in honor of all the Veterans who participated in the Liberation of Guam and the Chamorro survivors who endured the hardships of World War II. 
World War II War Dog Commemoration (100 participants). The U.S. Navy hosts commemoration event recognizing WW II dog handlers and dogs who participated in the Battle of Guam. Veterans and their family members attend event. Chief of Interpretation Rose Manibusan attends as NPS representative.


War in the Pacific Website Debut (100 participants) – Superintendent Eric Brunnemann welcomes Veterans and the public to first showing of new website. Museum Curator Tammy Duchesne presents website orientation talk and guest speakers Dr. Dirk Ballendorf provides talk on the “War in the Pacific and its Consequences”, and VIP Toni Ramirez presentation features” Chamorro Experiences During World War II”. The event was made possible through funds provided by the Arizona Memorial Association and the Guam Humanities Council. 
July 21, 2004
60th Anniversary Liberation of Guam Commemoration Ceremony (350 participants) Asan Beach Unit - In cooperation, with the U.S. Navy on Liberation Day, July 21, 2004, returning Veterans (65) along with their family and friends return to the Asan invasion beach for commemoration ceremonies. Superintendent Eric Brunnemann along with Veterans Affairs Administrator Ben Guerrero presents 65 Veterans with Commemoration Coins in honor of their involved in the battle for Guam. 
July 24
Asan Beach Cleanup and Fishing Derby (100 participants) – Through the efforts of Aquatic & Wildlife Resources, Department of Agriculture the public was invited to clean Asan Beach and participate in their annual fishing Derby. Both Anita Cruz and Liz Cruz provided park orientation and safety talks at these events and assisted with coordination of the Fishing Derby. For these efforts the park received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Department of Agriculture.

September 7 
Welcome Reception - Peace Walk (60 participants) National Park Service representative Chief of Interpretation Rose Manibusan along with VIP Toni Ramirez greet Japanese visitors from Saitama City, Saitama Prefecture, Japan. Visitors were here to participate in the 1st Annual Peace Walk and the Cultural Exchange Program on Guam. Honorable Iriyama Kennosuke, Consul General of Japan, Former Mayor Buck Cruz and event coordinator Keiichi O-ko-ouchi, Honorary Ambassador-at-Large for the Territory of Guam. 
September 9
Peace Walk - Tumon (100 participants). Participates in Peace walk include Governor Felix Camacho, Guam Senator Tina Barnes, and NPS representative Rose Manibusan. VIP Toni Ramirez assists with logistics and water stands. The event concludes with a farewell reception including a commitment to continue the Peace Walk annually.
September 18
National Public Lands Day – The Girl Scouts of American, Guam branch provide 175 volunteers to assist Association representative Anita Cruz and maintenance staff in the planting of vegetation at the Asan Bay Overlook. Maintenance worker Rita Powell and the Forestry Division, Department of Agriculture provided selected plants for this event.  Rita, the maintenance crew and Liz Cruz assisted with site prep and coordination of this event. 
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