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The celebrated Billy Goat Trail, located just 12 miles outside of Washington D.C., lies within the C&O Canal National Historical Park and attracts over a thousand visitors on a typical summer weekend. Popularity of the trail has led to over-crowding, eroded trail conditions, and trampling of a noted ecological preserve. 


	Thanks to a $2,000 conservation grant from the outdoor outfitter REI, a Leave No Trace education initiative will help Billy Goat Trail hikers preserve this diverse ecosystem, by teaching hikers ways to minimize their impact on the environment.


	











REI awarded the conservation grant to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC), the volunteer organization that maintains the Billy Goat Trail. The trail is divided into 3 sections; the most popular and famous section A will be the focus of the Leave No Trace program. 


	











This 2-mile section of the trail runs along the edge of the Potomac River, across an ecologically diverse conservation area known as Bear Island, which is co-owned by the National Park Service and The Nature Conservancy. 














The conservation grant will fund Leave No Trace (LNT) training for ten trail stewards, who will volunteer at the trailhead on weekends to educate visitors about Bear Island’s ecology and promote LNT principles. 


	The volunteer commitment for stewards will be 8 hours per month on the weekends, from May through August of 2005. In addition to trailhead contacts, volunteers will also lead LNT educational hikes on the trail for organized groups. 


	Interested individuals are encouraged to apply for the Leave No Trace Trail Steward Program, which will be a cooperative effort between the PATC, The Nature Conservancy, and the National Park Service and will be administered as part of the Volunteers in Parks program.


	Training begins in April and will include a two-day certification course in Leave No Trace Training. 











email  


PATC coordinator Georgeann Smale, � HYPERLINK "mailto:gsmale99@yahoo.com" ��gsmale99@yahoo.com� 





or call 


C&O Canal vounteer hotline


(301) 767-3706
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