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Janis Kozlowski: [0:00:00] Now, you said you didn’t get trained that well so how about these other people like this Skipper, I mean, you’d hope they’d get quite a bit more training.

Harry Bailey: Yeah. And basically they didn’t. I don’t know how they assigned … how that came about. Maybe they were more mature. My friend, I mean, he was four years older than me but there’s a difference, I think, between 19 and 23. Really, I do think so. 

Janis Kozlowski: Yeah.

Harry Bailey: I was in Seattle there and another fellow that I had there, he probably about 5-6 years older than me. He took a ship and he was the one who ran aground that night in the storm at Attu. So how he came about, I don’t know. 

Because you know the Harbor Craft Detachment, as a friend of mine in Maine says, when they formed it, they took us, you know, we were all young people. But there were some older ones, even, you know, maybe in their 30s. And the Army whenever they come up with a new outfit, when they form it, they take away from another Division or Regiment. And the Army gets rid of their misfits that way. That’s an old story, you know, because we had a few characters when we were in Seattle.

[0:01:30] There was one fellow who ended up … I got to Seattle and picked my bunk out and there was somebody sleeping above me but I didn’t see him I’d say for a week. Then one morning I woke up he was living down in Seattle. This was a loose outfit, believe me. [chuckling] He used to say to me, he called me “Bunkie”, he said, “Tighten up my blankets, I just fixed it up this morning.” And he’d go off another 3-4 days to Seattle. 

There were not a big number but there were … because I say it was really loose. I think even the two new Lieutenants that were in command, I mean, they weren’t first rate officers by any means. Now, there again, [chuckling] there is crazy things that happen there in Seattle. It was just as well to get away from there and get some responsibility because there was nothing there. I mean nobody did any work. I mean, it was just a place for you to be and go to the school. 

And well, I’m getting away from the story, but in Seattle when we’d go out in the morning, they would call a company, I don’t know, that could be even 150-200. It was five Companies, maybe six and the Commanding Officer would call for a report from the First Sergeant as to who was there. And as they call the first Platoon somebody would say, “report” and the guy would say “Platoon 1, fifteen men absent.” And he’d go down the line and I’ll bet you there were 50-60 to 75 guys that wouldn’t be there that morning.

Janis Kozlowski: What did they do about it? Anything?

Harry Bailey: I would … I don’t know.  In fact, I was said to be absent for five days one time and I had to report up there and they really gave me the business and I don’t know what they would do because I guess you’re absent without leave—AWOL. But I never heard of anybody getting punishment.

Janis Kozlowski: I always thought the Army or the military was real rigid about things like that.

Harry Bailey: Oh, no, well, should have been, you know. In my case when they claimed I wasn’t around for five days, on their roster they were marking it where I was missing but it was the fellow just above me was missing. It was dark, you know, in November, at 6 o’clock in the morning. And he was marking the wrong spot. I finally, I don’t know … they discovered it. But, I got off the hook anyway. 

Going back, you know, you get through infantry training you usually go to a replacement depot and whoever’s suffering from loss of life or whatever, they take the replacements. This was in Pennsylvania and people were leaving there, you can’t believe it was pitiful the number of people that were absent without leave there. And they’d just be gone, I guess, until they were caught. I mean, that too was pretty loose. There again, I’m getting wound up and getting away from the subject. I’m sorry.

Janis Kozlowski: So … I don’t know how much of your life you want to reveal, but I was wondering, did you grow up in Massachusetts? 

Harry Bailey: Yes. Yes.

Janis Kozlowski: And then is that where you ended up in enlisting or were you drafted?

Harry Bailey: I was drafted.

Janis Kozlowski: What did you think about that at the time? Were you willing to go or did it seem like a burden?

Harry Bailey: Yeah, I accepted it. Because I had a girlfriend and she says, “I never thought you would go. “ I said, “Oh, yeah, I expected it was just a matter of time, you know.” But, you know, I think when you first go in, I mean, leaving home and that--it’s difficult. I mean, I missed – call it homesick.  I ran into a fellow in Maine who was with us when we went to Seattle. I don’t know, maybe ten years ago I found him up in Maine and he told me, he says … he looked like he was a jolly fellow, always smiling when you saw him. But, he says, “You know, I used to cry every night” he said, “I was so homesick.” [laughing]

Janis Kozlowski: Oh. How old were you then?

Harry Bailey: I was 19. 

Janis Kozlowski: Well, that’s pretty young.

Harry Bailey: I thought I was pretty worldly until…. [laughing] 

Janis Kozlowski: Yeah, well as long as you are under your parent’s roof you feel pretty….

Harry Bailey: That is right. Confident. Yes, yes, definitely.

Janis Kozlowski: So then what happened to you after you got drafted?

Harry Bailey: I went down to Carolina and to infantry basic training. Then that was, I guess, three months. Then we went on to this camp in Pennsylvania where there was, like I say, no water or whatever. Then around the middle of July, I guess, we left to Seattle.

Janis Kozlowski: On a train?

Harry Bailey: Yeah, I think it was about 4 or 5 days on the train. You know on that, they had a freight car where the mess car was. That was quite interesting though going across the prairie, I mean, never having seen anything like that before.

Janis Kozlowski: So, you’d never really been out … away from the East Coast?

Harry Bailey: No, no, I can’t even. No, I never had.

Janis Kozlowski: So that was kind of eye opening. 

Harry Bailey: Oh, yes. And I enjoyed it. I mean, the train could have gone on forever the way.… I, you know, used to sit on …they had some kind of a guard on the train. I don’t know why but I could sit out, not on the back, but between cars, you know, on the platform and look out and watch the world go by. Yeah, I enjoyed every bit of it. 

Janis Kozlowski: Was it a full train?

Harry Bailey: Yes. I would say, I don’t know, about 20 cars, you know, with troops on it. 

Janis Kozlowski: How many do you think?

Harry Bailey: I’m gonna say 3- maybe 400.

Janis Kozlowski: Wow.

Harry Bailey: We stopped in Chicago, just, I don’t know, to change engines or something. But everybody got off right in the city there. You could look down the track and see all that were on the train. I would guess something like that – 400. 

Janis Kozlowski: That’s a lot of people. [0:08:14] Then where did you end up then?

Harry Bailey: Fort Lawton.

Janis Kozlowski: Oh, you went right from Pennsylvania to Fort Lawton?

Harry Bailey: Yes.

Janis Kozlowski: Ok. 

Harry Bailey: It was nice. Seattle was a good town, to be near.

Janis Kozlowski: I actually like it now. It seems like a great place, but … so it looked pretty good to a 19 year old too?

Harry Bailey: Yeah. Yes. Yes. I mean, there were loads of servicemen there. There were British sailors there, Australian sailors … you walked the streets there, I don’t know, along about 4th or 5th Avenue, that was one of the streets that I remember. But as you went up from the dock it got better. If you were on 1st Avenue, that was a tough place to be. I don’t know, one fellow there used to go down to a tavern every night down there and come back and talk about the fights and people not getting along and so forth. I never hung around down there on 1st Avenue.

Janis Kozlowski: What did people, what did the servicemen do there?

Harry Bailey: I don’t know. I can remember there being a USO in one of the buildings up around 4th or 5th avenue there. I don’t know, in fact, I don’t know as I even went in there. But, I guess, they more or less roamed the streets. Maybe you go to a restaurant. I never got involved with the bars there, I mean, I was too young. 

But, I don’t know, Yessler – you know of that place, Yessler? That square? You ever hear of that? That square?

Janis Kozlowski: No.

Harry Bailey: That was in one of the tougher parts down there. And I remember walking home to go back to the … because I was assigned to a ship there at the time, you know, training. We came down into that Yessler Square, a woman ran out of a … one of the buildings and a few minutes later a fellow come out bare foot and he said to us, “Did you see a woman run out of here with a red coat?” And nobody cooperated with him. We said, “No.” But I don’t know what he was chasing her for. [Janis laughing]

Janis Kozlowski: [0:10:49] In Seattle you stayed on a ship? The ship that you were assigned to?

Harry Bailey: Yeah. 

Janis Kozlowski: And you did your training during the day?

Harry Bailey: Yeah, this again is one of the funny things. The ship—that was a little yacht too. For the most of the time I was on it--which might have been, I don’t know, six weeks or more--the engines were out and these other fellows were with the civilian person and they were learning or working on the engine – I think there was only one engine. But anyway, we just stayed tied to the dock and then one day, I guess, they got it ready to operate again. 

They brought a group of fellows down from our group that were still living up at Fort Lawton and we were all the way in to the dock to street side on Alaska Way and they started the engines and the civilian Skipper called for “astern” and we backed out of the area between the docks into, well, a waterway, where other ships could come down and go to various docks. And across the way was a ship yard where they were building destroyers. 

Well, anyway we backed out between those two docks and he called for forward speed and that damn ship didn’t want to do that. It kept going backwards, backwards, backwards. And it went all the way across the waterway and bumped into the dock where the destroyers were made. I was again, scared to death. I thought that damn thing was gonna sink. 

Anyway, this is one of the comedy things about it too, we went back there and hit the dock and somehow got it going forward again and took it out into Elliott Bay. And on the way back he decided to take on fuel so we went in to a ship oil dock and he came in nice and slow and now he wants to put it in reverse to slow it down and snug up to the dock. So he put it in reverse again and the damn thing wouldn’t come out of reverse. So, we were backing up…. 

They used to have little power barges. I never saw one in Alaska but they were little small things and that ship that I had … that I was on the rear – the fantail, as they called it – it was sloped, you know, from underneath and going, getting bigger as it got to the main deck. We crawled up on that little power barge, just like you’re on a ladder. And there was somebody putting a radio in the little power barge. He was coming across the dock on a plank. He threw his radio into the water and there was a big fat guy -- the most I could see was a big, fat fellow trying to crawl out a window. [laughing] We got up there and, like I say, crawled on ‘em and did an awful job on the power barge. Finally he got it going forward again and as far as I know that was the last time that it ever went out to do anything on the training bit.

Janis Kozlowski: I was gonna say that’s not the ship that you took to Alaska I hope.

Harry Bailey: [laughing] No. I don’t think it ever … it was called the Bonhomme. But the designation the Army put on it was the Q103. So it was a strange thing – queer, if you want to call it that. 

[0:14:50] Then they had a World War I destroyer they used for training. I never went on that. But, my friend did. They would go out for training courses and he told me how they had life suits, you know, rubber – the hat and all you’d zip up from the front. You’d float. He told me how he got in one of those suits and jumped in the bay there and floated around. And again, going back to my swimming and not being able to swim, one day one of these civilians said to three or four of us, “Each one of you grab one of those suits.” And I said, “What are you gonna do with those?” He says, “Just come with me, carry a suit.” And I said, “If you think I’m gonna get in that thing, you’re mistaken.” [both laughing] 

And we had a … he never said a word to me. The other three or four fellows with their suits, they were just laughing at me. All he wanted us to do was carry them down and dump them into one of the small boats that was taking off. But he wasn’t gonna get me in one of those things. [Janis laughing]

Janis Kozlowski: Well, I’m surprised between that and some of your experience with the ship that wouldn’t come out of reverse and then your trip to Alaska that you didn’t fain seasickness too to get off that ship.

Harry Bailey: Yeah, I had, I think, you know, seasickness I’ve often said half of it is fright. Your first time out, that’s my feeling. I was seasick, I would say, well, perhaps till we got to Seward and maybe I was frightened too. Because I thought a couple of times there, “this is it.” [laughing] I’m not gonna come back again. But that’s why I always thought, I think that fright gets you too. That will help to make you sick.

I managed to get over that. I often said when I come home I’d tell my mother, “If I got to go again I’d want to go back to the boats,” you know.

Janis Kozlowski: So, you weren’t that frightened by it.

Harry Bailey: No, you get over it, you know. I don’t know they speak of getting your sea legs. Have you ever heard that expression?

Janis Kozlowski: Yeah.

Harry Bailey: I can remember going into Shemya standing on the front of that thing and, you know, not big seas but good waves and you’re bouncing around. I took great pride in being able to stand there out on the open deck there and just waiting to get into the dock to throw my line so that we could tie up. You get, maybe you get cocky, I don’t know. I think you do. I thought of that since, I shouldn’t have done that.

Janis Kozlowski: Well, that’s why they get 19 year olds right, to do that kind of thing, because you’re not afraid. 

Harry Bailey: Yup. That’s right, you don’t know. You haven’t been there.

Janis Kozlowski: [0:17:38] Did you ever fall overboard?

Harry Bailey: Not quite. At Dutch Harbor on our way out to Attu, I don’t know for a crazy reason I wanted some ice cream. You can make it, I wouldn’t know how … wouldn’t know how to do it today but you pack salt around it and that and I had a bucket and that. And I went out to get my ice cream. I don’t know why I put it way out on the other end of the ship. 

But on the ship there were, it was just a flat loading barge, like you can visualize I hope. But there were boards all the way around this opening where we used to carry our freight. They were probably about four foot high and on the outside of the boards there was a, oh, I don’t know, maybe 18 inches where you could walk on the outside and there was a cable that went between the post and that was … the cable was to hold on. And that night going out there, I slipped and I did not go overboard. I slipped, went off and at the same time I did I reached up and grabbed that cable [laughing] and was back up there in a wink. 

But that was the only time I came close to … maybe I was more careful after that. Because you could, you know, you fall in there was nobody around there. You’d drown for certain if you fall in.

Janis Kozlowski: Yeah. They didn’t have a lot of time to get you back out of the water.

Harry Bailey: No, we had another time when we were tied up at Attu and somebody had made … they used to make all kind of liquor, out of jelly, potatoes, you name it. I have no idea how they did it, but they did. You want to have a drink you got to make your own stuff. But this fellow wanted to go ashore, you know, just tie to the dock and lower a ladder which would be … you know, it would lay on the dock and lay on our barge up on the top deck and I was holding the ladder while he crawled across and all of a sudden he said, “woops!” and he fell off in the water. He was between the boat and the dock which would have been, you know … he fell into a space that was probably no more than three foot wide and anyway, shouting for help. I don’t think he went down. I remember seeing him go down and then pop up and that was it, somebody hauled him out right away. But he had the biggest bruise on his hip that I ever saw a man have. It must have stuck out, oh, I don’t know, five or six inches.

He hit on the way down. This is the crazy thing that you laugh at and we talk about after. But he was in bad, bad shape. And they threw him in my bunk because he couldn’t be carried off to his own ship and I think he stayed there in my bunk for three days until he recuperated enough that somebody got a jeep and got him back on the dock and took him to his ship. [laughing] That’s all I can think about [laughing], like I say, I’ve never seen a bump like that in my life, you know. It was swollen.

[0:21:07] Another time we were – this is an aside from that – you know, in the harbor at Attu, they call if Murder Point, one side of the harbor, there was a coastal artillery battery there to guard the entrance to the harbor if the Japanese came. A fellow that I knew from down around where I lived then was there and I stopped to see him a couple of times. 

But then one morning we were selected to go out while the Coastal Artillery took target practice and they had a float out in the entrance to Massacre Bay, you know, for their target. We had an observer from their outfit and we got out there and somebody had anchored that thing down and I guess he called for them to shoot and there came this thump from the shore when they fired and the shell landed, I would say, within 5-10 feet of that target. And I said to myself, “These guys are good!” They fired again, I don’t know, for another hour and then they never even came close. The first one was the only one that came close [both laughing].

Janis Kozlowski: That was just a freak accident, huh? [both laughing]

Harry Bailey: That’s, like I say, some of the things that you keep thinking about, reminiscing there. That’s the ones you remember most of the time, the fun things. 

Janis Kozlowski: You didn’t take your 85 foot power barge from Seattle to the Aleutians, did you?

Harry Bailey: Yup.

Janis Kozlowski: Wow, that’s a pretty … you probably felt pretty small in that big water didn’t it?

Harry Bailey: You do, you do, you know. That’s how they all got there, you know, the power barges. There were a number of tug boats too of different sizes. Some used to haul a big barge behind them, you know, a tow barge. They … loaded with freight or whatever. They come all the way from Seattle with that thing. 

Once in awhile you’d hear how they lost their tow. I guess they would search for that, you know, I don’t know how. I guess sometimes they found it and sometimes they didn’t. 

I think that tugboat that I told you with the six people drowned, that was when we got to Attu. They said they had winds that time, you know, up into 100 miles per hour and gusts. Geez, get out on the open ocean. 

Janis Kozlowski: Yeah.

Harry Bailey: Something like that. It’s not nice to even think about it – having been there before, you know. 

Janis Kozlowski: Yeah, that would be pretty scary.

Harry Bailey: 60 mile an hour is scary too. [laughing] 
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