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Yosemite National Park Archives
SAR Slide Collection from Brown SAR Box Located in Archives Office

e All 5Slides all taken July 18, 1981 from Stacey Arras Search, labeled as such
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HAVE YUU SEEN THIS PERSON?
STACEY ARRAS 14 Years Old

DESCRIPTION: White female, approximately 5'5" tall, 120 lbs., 14 years old.
When her blonde hair is combed forward, she looks 16 years old, and when
her hair is pulled back in a ponytail, she looks 12 years old. She may have
been wearing blue dot pierced earrings.

CLOTHES: When last seen wearing an off-white, pullover windbreaker, with
horizontal zipper front pouch about breast~line and a hood that hangs down
the back or tucks inside; all white jersey blouse with 1/4" white lace

around the square neckline (tight fitting); shorts, with vertical 1/2" maroon
and white stipes with intermittent sky-blue pin stripes and an approximate
1/2" slip on the sides (no pockets, pull-on type, no belt or buttons);

grey hiking boots {(rough cut, size 8 1/2 or 9), vibram soles. She was

also wearing a gold double-wrap around ankle bracelet.

ADDITIONAL: She may be carrying a small Olympus camera, with embroidered
neck strap, multi-colored, predominately black. She may also be carrying
cigarettes and gun. She is wearing upper and lower narrow teeth retainers,
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MeClatchy Mews Sorvice

YOSEMITE — The scavch foy
Stacy frras, 14, who disappeared in
the Yoesemite high couniy 11 days ago
has been called oil.

The Saratoga t{een-ager ‘‘just
secms to have disa;:pem-ed" said
National ark Service
Supezrintendent R(mﬂrt 0. Binnewies,
who acded thar the service would
still like to hear from any
backpacker who was in the area for
any Im.t of inferzaatisn,

More than 57 volunteers combad
thie arca around Sunvise High Sietra
Camip agzin Sunday, the ninth day of
a 1mas¢ive search in  which
volunteers, rangers aznd others
fogged thousands of hours.

At the height of the search, 100
persons  were  invoived, including
tearns of professional searchers, dog
teaws, mountain climbers and skin
dgivers and tha park's coniract
hielicopter, which iogged more than
40 bouys in the air,
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Paik spokeswonian Liada Abboll
said the rnis last :
father was over foDiviar, Shc Was
wearing thougs until Lee father told
her <he should wear hizing boots if
she planned o walk sway to take
piclures.

“If she had planned on walking
oif, she wouldn'l have gone off in
thongs,” the spokeswore:n said.

Park cfficialy. said Stacy was
having some family or school
troubles and she was missing her
teen-age boyiriend.

The search had been concentrated
in a three- to five-mila.sguare section
around  Sumiise Lakes, south of
Tenaya Lake.

Elevations there rang: 900 feet,
with a nomber of iakes, 5rests, open
granite ri dr'es and o WS,

One searcher ‘c.vl there are many
places where a bady coud slip in. if
the pirt was jnjured, shy couid hay
crawied wnder a ledgr or inlo a
notlow tree o eseape e dbdegree
right  teraperaturs, a
ArCher.
ite lack of the uswal summer
naerstoenr o als Yy havs

haz contactad
viz wildeimoss
o n’ any of
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- McClaichy Maws Service
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cmtmucd ita search for Stacy Arrass,
14, of Saratana, who dis ’;:r)oami
Friday wmie on 2 rars2hali pack

trip_near che Supgbslcdh Sierra
Campm UseImie,

Stacy, wh¢ was on the trip wuh :

her father, failed to return from a
short fuke after artiving  at the
campsite, according to Sharon

“Johnson of the National Park

Service.
The site is about five miles south

, of Tenaya Like.

She wes last seen by a :T-V:ar-old
man who said he met her on a trail
and accompanied her  lor 20-30
minutes before tummg back towatds
the camp.
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Sunrise Camp sl members

hagan searching for Siacy o Frisay,
The National Puk Servien joined n
ciurday morming

Search efforis hove iaciuded 50
people on foot, three heliconizys,

eight dog teams and 3i-50 voiunteers .

from the Moun: Rescue
Asscciation, accordin2 to the parg
service,
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At the time of her disappearance,
Stacy was wearing shorts, a T-shurt,
a windbreaker and gray hiking boots,
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Tta men, whip was traveling with
tha nygw toid pirk sfficials ke
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Quest to find Stacey a  labor of love and hope

Fingers of light had barely stretched
toward the granite domes and peaks sur-
‘rounding the Yosemite campground, hut
the day already was well under way for
- the members of .the San Jose Search and
Rescue team.
They pulled on orange jump suits and
.. coiled climbing ropes around day packs,
. getting ready to spend another eight

LT O e

| . graphic

hours traversing ravines and dacendlng
down creek @rainages, loaking for Stacey:
Arras.

The team, nine of them in ali, was 225 i

miles from- Alum Rock Park and other
places where they normauy use their
skills. -

For two days, the team joined with

other rescue teams from around Califor-.

nia in the search of the well-traveled, but
rough, terrain around the Sunrise i{ligh
Sierra Camp where the 14-year-old Sara-
toga girl was July 17.°

“The first day was ail up, up, up,” one

- of the San Jose searchers groaned. “The
. next day was all down, down, down.”

The search has been carried out with
military precision, and the omnipresent

like a war zone.
Park spokeswoman Linda Abbott said

" -about 60 searchers will continue hunting
. for thé missing girl during the weekend,
-concentrating -on the Sunrise High Sierra

Camp from which she disappeared. If

., their efforts:fail, Abbott said, the search
- probably will end Monday.

~ drone of helicopters has made the air
-above the Yosemite high country. seem' :

At a command post next to the ranger '

- station at Tuolomne Meadows, five miles

from the Sunrise Camp, search coordina-

- tors have. spent mornings and nights

studying :aerial photographs and topo-
ps:

To the east, west, south and north of
the spot where Stacey disappeared, they

.have drawn lines around natural bound-

aries, such as steep ravines: which they
do not believe'she could have crossed.
Within -the prime search area they
have established a grid, and the searchers
— numbering-as many as 90 — Hawe
mo:;ed across it methodlcally, yard by
Accordlﬁg to Pavk Service spokesmen,
about half the searchers are paid for
their efforts. The pay ranges from $4 an

_hour to about $10 for rock chmbers, who

e At ~‘\ «.. 'r'
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plays a part.

have to traverse steep and potentnally
dangerous granite ledges. -

""i

The other half work for free, including
the San Jose contingent. The search-and- ..

rescue team is a Hivision of the San Jose
Office of Emergency Services, sald Bob
Marconi, who works for a Silicon Valley -
electronics firm, and some of its usual

activities include helping injured hikers -

in urban parks or-lending support to fu'e~

men during a big blaze.
It is a labor of love for Marconi and
the 35 or so others who are part of the

team, “You might say it's our hobby.” -
said Mike Edwards, an electrician for the -

Southern Pacific raiiroad who serves as 7

the operations director.
.Members attend weekly and mont.hly

meetings, receive. training: in rescue -

methods and first aid, and, Edwards said, -

spend a fair amount of their own money

on equipment, especially paging devices,

The team is one of 13 such search-and-
rescue units registered with.the state,

Other volunteers involved in the search
have a less urban-flavor. Mountain-res-

cue teams: include the Bay Area Moun- -

tain Rescue unit from Redwood City and
Sierra Madre Mountain Rescue, from a

-town near Pasadena.

The Sierra Madre group included Lin-

-da Stoner and her 2-year-old German

shepherd. “Duke.”

Stoner took time off from her job as.a ,
nurse in a Pasadena hospital to spend two
days walking with Duke around twe Yo-
semite lakes, hoping he ‘might pick up a
scent and find Stacey.

Il
H

Unlike bloodhounds, who chase the 3

scent of a particular person, German

shepherds will pick up any human scent - -
and hope in on the person emitting it like

a missile to a target.

The dogs are efficient, she said, but not
infallible. They have to be upwind of the
person they are trying to find, so wind.
direction, and a ‘certain amount of luck
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Z ' The fast picture taken of Stacey
: .- "~ Arras betore she disappeared is
i taped to the map used at searchers’
: Tuoldmne Meadows headquarters. )
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By Karen Klinger
Stail Wricer

‘National Park Service ranger Bob .Johnson used
three words Thursday to sum up the status of the hunt
for Stacey Arras: “Nothing significant found.”

Once more, search teams trndged the high country
of Yosemite National Park, looking for any sign of the
missing 14-year-old girl from Saratoga, and again, the
efforts were irmtless :
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: “We!l keep griag wmil we bave a satisiactory
answer” about ‘fre prodiable fate of the teen-ager,
Johnson promises.

Stacey was Jaxt sex July 17 near the Sunrise High
Sierra Camyp whee she had stopped for the nigat with
her father, George Arves, and 10 other members of a
mule pack trip.

Since then, groend searchers, trackers with German
shepherds, rock eitmbers and helicopter pilots have
crossed and regqzessed aniles of territory in every

- direction from the carep.

About 25 people fook part in the search Thursday. If

; nothing is found besore the weekend, Johnson said, the

number of searchars wwill increase on Saturday and

Sunday because “we'li hawve some more volunteers

who are rested. Wetre a1 pretty tired right now.”
Linda Abbott, = Pars Service spokeswoman, said

i the operation is dkely 0 cost $50,000 fo $75, 000

depending on how long it lasts,
While the field mork continues, two Park Service

. investigators have aegn zpending their time on the

phone, taiking to peevie who think they might have
< through a stack of wilder-
wirs who were camping in the
arad,
; it 15 pessible thal fhe vl
park. The inve
rala LOO, ARSWErING 0us
s with a “INO commant.

st sadd, "that they have not

Park officials hz
hiked to a2 road ax

about what they ar
“1 can tell you,” &

~ turned up anything sgnifivant” /4
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YOSEMITE -~ Approximataly 160
rescuers are searching for a Ssraiega
-teen-age givl missing in the high coun-.
try of Yosemite National Park since
Friday.

her father when she left camp to take
some pic tures. There has bzen no sign
af her since.

The searcii tearn ineludes appréofy fm{

fmataly 80 people on foot, six dog teams
and {wo helicopters.

The search is concentrated in the
general area of Sunirse Carap, south of
Tenaya Camp.

Before she leit to lake photm the gir}
said she was going to walk alone on &
short (rail to a ridge.

‘

Stacey Arras, 14, Wha c’am[&nffi Wit Ittt S ieiaeaY
L JEi b ,.ﬁ \ .
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STACEY ARRAS
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Stacy

Saratoyga my steuousiy
dmppev\fd I ast Friday
Sunrise Iheh

e g

the

CT) e
stnite, Stacy and hey

search
Saratoga girl missing six days in rugg-
ed Sierra mounlzin couatry here was
cut down to nine volunicers and one

YOSEMITE — A for a

ranger today.

The searchers were re-checking
arcas that larger groups of 90-100 peo-
ple had combed previcusly in unsuc-
cessful efforts to find Stacy Arras, 14,

Park spokesman Linda Abbott said if

Miss Arras is not found, an intensive
g. . search will be eonducted again
Saturday and Sunday with "about 30
volunteers. ’

Miss Arras disappeared after leaving
Sunrise Camp south of Tenaya Lake for
a walk along a short trall to take
photographs from a ridge Friday. She
and her father were on a horseback trip
through Yosenite's rugged back coun-
try.
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of father were part of a

prous that had just arrive
ed at the c;m;pvnound

by horseback, The gird
in et y, iakivg hst-
camers for a shoerd hike

onrby ks
Another wmomber 6f
fhe group, & 1Ty -°r oid
Al AoUom rmm f1er
for s shord U‘S\ui‘f‘f‘ and
then be stoppad o rest

{OwWare

while she @0 ':d up
the tyail. He told park
officials that he had

spoken to a group of

people mm- W fromn the

direstion that Swey had

when, bul they hat oot
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qu‘:'uh.u,
' iz the answer,
in  Yosemite Valicy's
summer theater work-

The plot to Agatha

Q (‘uum\, s murder mys-

ok

wtdy “The DMouse-
teap, Explodes  with
Almnse“* d ofien hu-

TIOTOUS
) lg&qnty
place ia Hi wh\m
young ccml, «zﬂﬁr to
make a go in the crasl
business  wor I, fhey
convert the family mans
sion into & gueat house,
The opening day pro-
vides them with a
cmn}cme::z{zmi of uan-
w2l people, 41, sus
lec{s of the Cutver St
murder. Vazue descrip-
tions and il shily suapis
. cious mings, catce iin-
gers to peiat, aad
meouths  to  chatier.
Could it Le the mild
manaered maves? Or
what abont the por
snic ety judge? The
other six are

hdim oi‘ ca-

ni 20 guilty,
widil proven inpoe ent)
Come solve the mysie-
ty, before i salves youl
The opening date wili he
August 20, & pom. at
Yosomite Valloy  Fle-
meatary Schics! audito-
rium, The p!:
August 21 2
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M. bave mcloy

Hanmoth Mountain Ski Area

Box 24

Mamoth Lakes, A 93546

Dear Mr. HeCoy:

de wish Lo conwey our gratitude for your efforts in the search for
Stacey Avraes, the fouwrteen-year-old gixl miszing frow Sunrise High Sierra Camwgs
the week of July 17, 1981, Although the search was wisuccessful and not
a single clue was foundd, we feel that Stacey had the best possible chance
due to the professional. efforts of organizations such as yours. We look
forvard to working with you in the future and, should you be in Yosemite,
please focl stop and say hello.

Sincerely yours,

Robart 0. Binewies
Superintendant
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