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Site: ABLI Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

The park was created in 1916 to preserve, commenorate, and interpret the cultural and
natural resources associated with the birth and early years of Abraham Lincoln. 1In
2001, the 228 acre Boyhood Honme site at Knob Creek (KC) was donated to the park. The
park’s primary interests are preservation and appropriate devel opment of KC cul tural
resources; managenment of the park’s conplex natural systens; assure public
under st andi ng of the park’s historical purpose and present rel evance. The park’s
vision is to resolve those issues and enter the Service's second century equipped to
neet future chall enges.

A 2006 Historic Structures Report and the GWP reconmends restoring the exterior and

i nterior of the cabin and tavern to their 1930s appearance with some interior tavern
nodi fications to acconmodat e operational support areas. Follow ng those
recomendati ons woul d allow interpretation of the buildings as cultural resources and
enhance the delivery of visitor services.

A Resource Stewardship Strategy (RSS) and revisions to the Fire Managenment Pl an are
required to establish acceptable science based resource managenent policy. The park
has submitted a PMS statenent for RSS funding. The GW identifies trail inprovenents
and an interpretive garden configured to historic proportions and planted with crops
common to Lincoln’ s tine. The control of exotic species and the restoration of the
appropriate native species are of special interest to the park

Denogr aphi c diversity, population increases, and technol ogi cal innovations are changi ng
the face and expectations of the visiting public. Interpretive and educationa

nmet hods, based on schol arship and research, nust be devel oped to adapt to these changes
and establish a connection between the park’s resources, the values they represent, and
t he people. The innovative use of technology is an intriguing and effective neans of
reaching the public and the park is exploring those opportunities.

Ci vic engagenent, partnerships, and professional staff devel opnent are assets and

met hods used by the park to address present and future chall enges. These assets and
met hods support the park’s effort to identify, understand, and respond to the public’'s
expectation for education, recreation, and to derive nmeaning fromtheir park
experience. The Park Service Organic Act is as relevant today as it was in 1916; we
are tasked to ensure that the Nation agrees.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Keith Pruitt




Site:

ABLI STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard

to which all other park systens aspire.

Provi de

The Lincolns left Sinking Spring Farmin 18llwhen their property title was
chal | enged. They noved to the Knob Creek Farmuntil leaving for Indiana in
1816. The Knob Creek site, recently acquired by the NPS is one of the npst

i nspiring areas along route 31E between Hodgenvill e and Bardstown Kentucky -
a scenic by-way. Besides the historic tavern and cabin listed on the

Nati onal Register of Historic Places, the site remins unchanged fromthe

Li ncol n period. During the sumer season when the site is staffed visitation
averages 160 people daily with that nunber rising to 250 on weekends. The
parking | ot where cars enter fromthe highway is the only place for staff to
greet visitors since the buildings are closed awaiting funds for repair

This limted parking/visitor interaction zone presents an unsafe area.
Families with children nust avoid cars, buses and RVs while engaging with
park staff. Providing a safe area for visitors to viewthe site is the
park's first priority. A redesign of the parking/visitor interaction zone
has been devel oped and PM S statenents to correct the safety inadequacies
have been submitted

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site: ABLI STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Rehabilitate high-priority historic buildings to good condition, and help
comunities to preserve their history through progranms |ike Preserve Anerica.

The NPS acquired the Lincoln Boyhood property at Knob Creek (KC) in 2001.

The property was purchased fromthe owner by the local conmunity and donated
to the NPS. The KC property is 228 acres and contains a historic road side
tavern, a replica frontier cabin, agricultural fields, and forested areas
evocative of when the Lincolns lived there. Due to safety concerns and
general poor structural conditions the tavern and cabin are not open to the
public. PMS statenents have been subrmitted to rehabilitate and devel op both
structures to NPS standards. As stated in the GWw, the park intends to
reestablish the fields and garden to their historic size and configuration
mai nt enance to be acconplished through an agricultural |ease. Wen
rehabilitation is conplete, the tavern structure will also function as an
interpretive center for the park. Funding requirenents to rehabilitate and
devel op KC approach $2,500,000 and will probably not be forthcomng in the
near future. Potentially, a friends group or partnership could be forned to
obt ai n the fundi ng necessary to rehabilitate and devel op KC or as a match for
t he Centennial Challenge initiative.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Restore native habitats by controlling invasive species and reintroduci ng key
pl ant and ani mal speci es.

Multi-flora rose and Japanese honeysuckl e are problens at the Knob Creek
site. The original fields that the Lincoln famly planted in corn and
punpki ns are crowded by these invasive plants. Visitor satisfaction and
under st andi ng woul d be inproved by the renoval of these plants. The native
pl ants, especially the spring wildflowers that draw both |ocal and out-of -
state visitors would be greatly inproved. The park has submtted a PMS
statement requesting a Resource Stewardship Strategy to ensure proper
resources nanagenent and has/wi |l continue to use SCA work crews to renove
i nvasi ve species and restore the natural habitat.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S




Site: ABLI STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

| nprove the natural resources in parks, as nmeasured by the vital signs
devel oped under the Natural Resource Chall enge.

Specific high priority vital signs devel oped for the park includes water
resource managenent. Currently the septic systemat the Knob Creek Farm has

fail ed and contaninates are |leaching into a near-by well. This well used for
wat ering the historic garden during drought periods nakes all itens grown
unusabl e and are discarded. As part of the overall developnment of this area
a new septic systemwi |l be installed. A PMS statenent covering this

proj ect has been submitted and there is Congressional interest in Knob Creek
site devel opnent.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Conplete all cultural resource inventories for designated priority resources.

The Knob Creek Farm Cul tural Landscape Report is not yet conmplete and this

| andscape is presently not included in the NPS cultural |andscape inventory.
A professional assessnent of the | andscape and recomendati ons for

i mprovenents woul d assist wi th planning and nanagenment of this site. A PMS
statenment has been subnmitted by the park for this project.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site:

ABLI STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no conmpelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience renains

untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

The Nancy Lincoln Inn (NLI) and four one-room cabins are privately owned | og
structures |ocated adjacent to the park boundary and were constructed by the
current owner’'s grandfather in 1928. The NLI and the four cabins are on the
Nat i onal Regi ster of Historic Places. There is also a nodern era house

| ocated on the property. Presently, the NLI is operated as a gift shop and
nmuseum di spl ayi ng Lincoln artifacts, historical docunents, and nenorabili a.
Visitor parking and entry to NLI is fromABLI property and nost visitors
consider the NLI as part of ABLI. As identified in the park's Genera
Managenent Plan (GW), if available froma willing seller, and if funds are
obt ai nabl e the NPS woul d seek to acquire the adjacent NLI property. Purchase
of the property would ensure the integrity of the historic structures,
provi de adequate space for the park's bookstore (Eastern National), inprove
t he vi ewshed, and the nodern house could be renoved or adapted for NPS use.
Potentially, a friend' s group or partnership could be forned to obtain the
fundi ng necessary to purchase the property or as a match for the Centennial
Chal | enge initiative.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site:

ABLI STEWARDSHI P

Serve as the Preem nent resource | aboratory by applying excellence in science and

Site:

schol arship to understand and respond to environnental changes.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Chal | engi ng and conpl ex i ssues surround the effort to inprove nmanagenent of
the park’s natural resources. Mnitoring, inventorying, integrating, and
under st andi ng of a conpl ex ecosystemare required prior to inplenmentation of
a conprehensive resource nanagenment strategy. ABLI is

devel opi ng/ devel oped/ ongoi ng the foll owi ng resource study and pl anni ng
docunents: Park Mammal Study, Digital Vegetation Database and Maps, Water
Quality Monitoring Program Cunul ative Ozone Exposure Mnitoring, and Bird,
Fi sh, and Herpetol ogical Inventories. |In addition, ABLI has applied for
Resource Stewardship Strategy (RSS) devel opnent funding. The RSS will
provide the analytical information and strategy reconmendati ons required to
i mpl enent the recently conpleted GW and to revise the Fire Managenment Pl an
to include prescribe burn as a managenent tool. The control of exotic
species and the restoration of the appropriate native species are of special
i nterest to the park. Lessons learned fromapplied research and restoration
strategi es can be comruni cated and utilized by other | and managenent agenci es
and the | ocal comunity.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

ABLI STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

Q her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

The restoration of the historic tavern at Knob Creek woul d provide a | arge
wor k space for park staff and teachers to conduct workshops and hands-on
natural resource activities. This large area could house a visitor contact
station, exhibits, and a teacher/education site. Through educati onal
progranm ng | ocal and out-of-state children would interact with materials
devel oped to encourage conservation. The park has subnitted PM S statenents
to restore and develop the historic tavern into a learning center for
educati onal outreach.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site: ABLI RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Anericans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to nati onal
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

The park's new GWP identifies an enhanced opportunity for visitors to

i nteract with the natural resources and provide accessi ble paths to the open
fields that the Lincoln famly used for crops and gardens. The historic Boy
Scout trail would be repaired and other trails inmproved for self-guided or
ranger |led wal ks to the fields and creek. The current road woul d be
converted to trails and maintai ned where needed for NPS nmi ntenance, visitor
activities, or revegetated. Public inpute for planning purposes would be
requested and, as feasible, incorporated into the final design

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S

Site: ABLI RECREATI ON

Establi sh “vol un-tourisni excursions to national parks for volunteers to help
achi eve natural and cultural resource protection goals.

I ncrease annual vol unteer hours by 100 percent, fromb5.2 nillion hours to
10.4 million hours.

To increase the nunber of volunteer hours, the park needs to install two
trailer sites to provide volunteer housing; one trailer site for each unit of
the park. The Knob Creek site would especially benefit froma vol unteer
presence as currently there is no year round staff to oversee resources.
During the past year there was a small wildfire that went unnoticed for
several days. Volunteers living on site would protect park resources and
provi de services for visitors when park staff is not available. Retirees
traveling in RVs have the specific skills needed to preserve and protect our
resources and developing trailer sites for RVs woul d enhance the parks
ability to attract volunteers. The park will devel op a conmprehensive plan to
attract volunteers and submit the required PM S statenments by the end of

cal endar year 2007

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: ABLI RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease the nunmber of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated prograns such
as canpfire tal ks, hikes, and school prograns.

Wth the approach of the bicentennial of Lincoln's birth in 2009, ABLI began
working with the state, tri-state, and national bicentennial conmssions to
plan for a major kick-off event to be held in the park on February 12, 2008.
The program and attendance for this event will involve multi-cultura
conmunities. ABLI hired a 4-year tenporary education specialist to expand
on/ of f site education progranm ng, offer daily guided tours, and costuned

i nterpretive progranms. Programs such as Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday
cel ebration brought diverse inner-city classroons to the park. Partnering
wi th the Kentucky Historical Society; Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois tourism
departments; and all related Lincoln sites within the tri-state area, the
park has greatly increased attendance of ranger prograns. The park wll
continue to plan and pronote progranm ng through el ectronic media and work
With its partners to increase attendance for all prograns.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: ABLI EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Abr aham Li ncoln |ived on the Knob Creek Farm (KC) fromthe ages of 2 %Lto 7 ¥
years before noving to Indiana in 1816. The KC site is |ocated on the G een
Ri ver Turnpi ke, currently Hw 31E. Docunentation |lists slave-holding
famlies in the |locale, slaves may have been transported al ong the Turnpike,
Li ncol n stated his parents |left Kentucky partially on account of slavery, and
evi dence points to the possibility the Lincolns belonged to an abolitioni st
church. For the reasons stated above, this site could be eligible as a

regi stered site on the National Park Service Network to Freedom Using

exi sting data bases and the assistance of Kentucky' s Georgetown Col |l ege’s
Under ground Rail road Research Institute and the Kentucky Hi storical Society,
ABLI will research and docunment the evidence supporting this claimand, if
verified, make application for KCto be included as a site on the Nationa
Park Service Network to Freedom |If ABLI is included in the Network, the
park will use a variety of nethods to explain the possible influence

Wi t nessing slavery nmay have had on Abraham Lincoln as a child living at KC

| | The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

ABLI EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their families to national parks by using exciting
medi a and technol ogy.

I ncrease the nunmber of web hits through the introduction of advanced,
interactive features that attract young people to national parks.

During June of 2007 ABLI, in cooperation with the Kentucky Historica

Soci ety, sponsored a three-day Tri-State Teacher’'s Wirkshop (Kentucky,
Indiana, Illinois). The workshop thenme was to explore the influence of

Kent ucky upon Lincoln’s policies and politics. Attending teachers wll
create lesson plans that will eventually be avail able for teachers nation-
Wi de via the internet. A contractor will design a website using the | esson
pl an text and vi sual and audi o nedia provided by the park. Interactive
applications with pre-visit, post-visit, and |ong-distance |earning options
will be available to teachers and students and incorporated into the park’s
of ficial website. Education topics for future devel opnent are abundant and
t echnol ogi cal innovations will increase the effectiveness of this project.
Fundi ng for the discussed website contract has been secured. The inportance
of educational outreach to the success of ABLI’'s mission cannot be
exaggerated and funding and partners for future content devel opment and
websi te expansion will be sought after.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

ABLI EDUCATI ON

Promote life-long |l earning to connect generations through park experiences.

Enroll an additional two mllion children in the Junior Ranger program

For many years ABLI sold the park’s Junior Ranger booklet through Eastern
Nat i onal . Begi nning in 2007 an updated bookl et was devel oped by the park’s
educational specialist. This booklet, currently being used as a pilot for
the finished project, will be expanded to include artwork and stories from
children involved in the park’s educational programs. This booklet will be
used in classroons by the park’s education specialist as well as given freely
to children visiting the park. These efforts will increase enrollnent of
children in the Junior Ranger program The park will enter a PM S statenent
for the 2008 budget cycle to print a |large nunber of the final booklet for
mass circul ation.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

In FY 2006, park staffing was revised to include an Educati on Specialist and
to develop/initiate an educational outreach program A variety of foruns are
used to engage students, link the | earning experiences with the park, and
provi de a context for those experiences.

Several classroom prograns are conducted in surroundi ng school systenms. An
annual day-long living history reenactnent titled “A Wal k Through Lincoln’s
Life” offers insight on frontier life in the early 1800s. An annual speech
cont est chal | enges students to devel op, organize, and conmuni cate ideas
relating to Lincoln's life and tinmes. A Parks as C assroons Traveling Trunk
is available as a study aid. Youth are connected to the park through Special
Juni or Ranger Day prograns. Field-day prograns allow students to explore,
under stand, and appreciate the park’s natural resources.

A recent park-sponsored Tri-State Teacher’s Wirkshop that includes

devel opnent of web-based | esson plans will expand educational outreach.
Conmuni ty based outreach and education will continue and be further devel oped
to encourage a stewardship ethic and broaden public support for preserving
par k resources.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site: ABLI PROFESSI ONALI SM

Use strategic planning to pronote nanagenent excell ence.

Establish a structured professional devel opnent curriculumto provide park
managers with the skills to apply best business practices and superi or
| eader shi p.

Interpretation provides a connection between the visitor and the resource;
educational outreach to the community further expands that connection. ABLI

Wi Il continue to professionalize the park’s interpretive staff and provide
the skills necessary to deliver effective interpretation and educationa
services. In addition to NPS sources, the park utilizes the Glder Lehram

Institute of American Hi story and the Bernhei m Arboretum and Resear ch Forest
for staff training. The park also partnered with other NPS sites and the
private sector to provide a traveling workshop to train staff at nultiple
sites. The FY 2007 wor kshop curricula included in-depth discussions of the
Civil War, slavery, and reconstruction, etc. and were presented by recogni zed
scholars. Continued professional devel opnent of park staff is and wll

remain a top priority of ABLI managenent and increased enphasis will be
pl aced on understanding the role of technology as an interpretive tool
Fundi ng and partnerships will be sought after to expand training

opportunities, assure the professional excellence of ABLI staff, and ensure
quality interactions between staff, visitor, and the comunity.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: ABLI PROFESSI ONALI SM

Model what it means to work in partnership.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The park could not effectively function w thout strong partnerships and
ongoi ng civic engagenment. The Lincoln Miseum of Hodgenville (LWVMH) is the
park’s primary comunity partner. Exanples of joint projects are Dr. Martin
Lut her King, Jr. birthday comrenorations, ongoi ng guest speaker series, and
annual Lincoln’s birthday observance. Additionally, LWH and ABLI partnered
to apply for the 2007 Chall enge Cost Share Program grant to devel op a Lincoln
Li brary adjacent to the museum Sonme of the projects tangible results are:
preservation and interpretation of a List of Classified Structures buil di ng;
venue for visitors, staff, and comunity to research Lincoln; |everaged

mar ket abi lity due to geographic proxinmty of multiple Lincoln related sites;
nodern research capabilities through inclusion of a conputer lab; etc. The
proj ect was not selected this year and the partnership will reapply in 2008.
Communi ty partnerships expand our understanding and ability to respond to the
changi ng denographi cs of the country and other partnering opportunities will
be sought after to realize the comunity's and park’s goal to create a center
for Lincoln schol arship and research.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



