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miskwaadesi (Painted Turtle)

Painted turtles are the most common turtles in 
this region. Watch them sunning themselves on 
partially submerged trees. In Grand Portage they 
can be seen crossing the road in early summer 
to their breeding ponds from where they spent 
the winter. Adult size is seven to ten inches in 
length and they can live five to seven years. 
These turtles eat plants, fish, crayfish, aquatic 
insects, snails, tadpoles, and carrion. Their legs, 
necks, and tails have black and yellow stripes. 
They are the only turtle in Minnesota with 
orange-red markings – on the shell (carapace) 
and parts of their bodies.






